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Judiciary, reported “‘An act further to amend the 
act entitled an act to provide for taking the sixth 
census or enumeration ef the inhabitants of the 
United States,” approved March 3, 1839, with an 
amendment. The amendment was concurred in, 
and the bill read a third time, andj assed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then renewed his attempt to 
introduce his resolution, previously noticed; but ob- 
jection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules; the 
motion was negative?. 

Mr. NAYLOR then took the floor, and resumed 
his remarks in reply to Mr. Incersott. After 
speaking for some time, without concluding, he 
gave way for a motion to adjourn. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, January 13, 1841. 

A message was received fromthe House of Re- 
presentatives, announcing that it had passed the 
bill from the Senate supplementary to an act to 
abolish imprisonment for debt in ceitain cases. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the names and com- 
pensation of the clerks in his Department, and 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in compliance with the following resolution, 
submitted by Mr. Bent.Nn on the 16th December 
last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed tocause to be prepared and communicaied 
to the Senate, tables of the rates of exchange, 
foreign and domestic, aud of the prices of bank 
notes and of specie, on ornear the first day in 
each month, at New York and Philadelphia, dur- 
ing the year 1838, 1839, and 1840; and that he 
accompany thesame with a synopsis of the rates 
of exchange, foreign and domestic,and the prices of 
bank notes and specie, at New York and Philadel- 
phia, in previous years,so far as the last can be 
done from the materials now in the Treasury De- 
partment. 

The communications were laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Jonn Leens Kerr, elected by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Marylasd, a Senator from that 
State, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of the Hon. Jonn S. Spence. 

Mr. KERR appeared, was qualified, and toek 
his* seat. 

Mr. BENTON called the attention of Senators 
to a report which was to be found in volume eight 
of the Executive documents of last session, which 
was calculated to throw considerable light on the 
subject now under discussion by the Senate. He 
alluded to a report by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury of the amount of land purchased by this Go- 
vernment from the Indians, and the money paid 
therefor. It appeared from this document that the 
amount of land to which the Indian title has been 
extinguished, is four hundred and forty-two mil- 
lions of acres, and the amount paid therefor eighty- 
two millions of dollars. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the memorial of the 
corporate authorities of the city of St. Louis, pray- 
ing a reimbursement of moneys expended on their 
harbor, was referred to the Commitiee on Com- 
merce. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the petition and 
papers of Neil Moore and Company, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Howland Dyer, was discharged from its furtber 
consideration; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referrea the petitions of John Vance, 
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and the petition of E. Shaler, asked to be dis- 
charged from the farther consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also, from the same commiltee, to which 
were referred petitions on the subject, reported 

A bill fer the relief of John McClanahan; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Jamison; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Sa- 
muel Nea!; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for tke relief of the heirs of 
the heirs of Daniel Pettibone; which was rea?, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the bill to 
authorize the erection of monuments to Brigadier 
General Nash and Brigadier General William Da- 
vidson, reported the same wiihout amendment. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Tar- 
PAN, in relation to the rules, was taken up, and dis- 
cussed by Mes:rs. HUBBARD, PIERCE, LINN, 
TAPPAN, and HUNTINGTON, and, on motion 
of the latter, was laid on the table. 

BiLLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of John C. Reynold:; 

The bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompron; 

The bill for the relief of Francis Gehon; 

The bill for the relief of James H. Relfe; 

The bill confirming to George Tucker, his heirs 
or assigns, acertain tract of land in Alabama; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; 

The bill for the relief or Thomas Haskins and 
Ralph Haskins; 

The bill in addition to an act to promote the pro- 
gress of the useful arts; 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

The bill for ihe relief of Thomas P. C :pes; 

The bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock; 

The bili for the relief of James M. Morgan; 

The bill authorizing the Legislatures of Loui-ia- 
na, Tennessee, and Arkansax, to sell! the lands here- 
tofore appropriated fer the use of schools in those 
States; 

The bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, held under New Madrid !ocations 
and pre-emption rights, under the actof 1814; and 

The joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to extend further indalg-nce to cer: 
tain of the late depos te banks; 
were severally read a third time, and passed, 

Mr. PHELPS submitted a resolution directing 
the Secretary of the Senate to pay, out of the con- 
lingent fund, to the widow of the late Stephen 
Haight, Sergeant-at Arms ef the Senate, the sum 
of five hundred dollars for the purpese of defray- 
ing the expenses incidental to his illness, and the 
removal of the body to Vermont for interment; 
and, also, tec pay the widow the amount of salary 
accruing for the residue of the term for which he 
was elec'ed. 

The resolution, after some remarks in explana- 
tion by Mr. WRIGHT and Mr. PHELPS, was 
adopted. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shail inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
der of the day, wastaken up, the question being on 
the amendment offered by Mr. CaLnoun to the mo- 
tion to recommit the bill made by Mr. Critren- 
DEN. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted his views at much 
length in oppesition to the amendmen!. 

Mr. SEVIER said he wished to submit a few re- 
marks to the Senate on the question now before 
them, and though he would not occupy much of 
their time, he would endeavor to hold a Jooking- 





glass to some of the gentlemen who had been so 
loudly boasting of their friendship and generosity 
to the new States. 

At the instance of several Senators, Mr. S. here 
gave way for a motion to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the subject until te-morrow. 

Tae Scnate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpwespay, January 13, 1841. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the repert of the Commitice of Elections rela- 
live to the 

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION Case, 
between Messrs. Naytor and INGERsoLt. 

Mr. NAYLOR being entitled to the floor, was 
about to resume his remarks, when 

Mr. GREEN asked him to give way for a few 
moments to enable him to again submit the resolu- 
tion which he offered on yesterday, and to which 
objection had been made, directing the Committee 
ot Ways and Means to consider the expediency of 
reporting a bill imposing a tariff on wines, silks, 
and other luxuries, for the purpose of meeting de- 
mands upon the Government. 

Mr. NAYLOW said he gave way to half a do- 
zen applications yesterday, but could not pursue a 
similar course to-day, as he had a desire to get 
through the matter now before the House. 

Mr. N. then resumed his remarks, and spoke 
for some hours in reply to the arguments of Mr. 
InceRsoLL. Without concluding, at three o'clock, 
Mr. N. gave way toa motion to adjourn, 

The motien to adjourn was, however, with- 
drawn, to permit the following Senate bills to be 
taken up; which were severally read a first and 
second tme, and appropriately referred: 

An act to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private Lond claims in Missouri, ap- 
proved 9ih July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 24 March, 1833; 

An act to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Revard, 
deceased; 

An act for the relief of Mary Prettyman; 

An act for the benefit of the Howard Institu- 

tion of the city of Washington; 
An act to refund to Noah Miller and others a 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the British sloop 
Mary and cargo, which were captured by them and 
labelled and sold for the benefitof the United 
States; 

An act confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo- 
seph Thompson, jr. deceased, to a track of land in 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of Lieutenant John E. 
Bi-pham; 

An act for the punishment of certain crimes 
agaiast the United States, and for other purposes; 

An act to authorize the accounting cfficers of the 
Treasury to setile the accounts of Francis Gehon, 
late marshal of Wiskonsao; 

An act for the relief of James H. Relfe; 

An act for the relief of John ©. Reynolds, 
late disbursing agent of the Indian Department; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Haskins and 
Ralph Haskins; 

A resolution to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to extend farther indulgence to certain of 
the late deposite banks; 

An act for the relief of Francis Laventare, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linus Thompson; out HE 

An act confirming to George Tucker, his heirs 
or assigns, a certain tract of Jand in Alabama; 

An act for the relief of Thomas P. Copes; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry S:one; 

An aci to perfect the title to lands south of the 

rkansas river, held under New Madrid loca- 
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tions and pre-emption rights under the act of 
1814; 

An act to authorize the Legislatures of the States 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee, to sell the 
lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools 
in those States; 

An act for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock; 

An act in addition to an act to promote the pro- 
gress of the use/ul art; 

An act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; and 

An act for the relief of James M. Morgan 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

1. From the Post Office Department, in compli- 
ance with the second section of the act of July 2, 
1836, to reorganize the Post Office Department, 
enclosing estimates for the service of that Depart- 
ment for the year commencing July 1, 1841. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

2. Frem the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
in obedience to the act of the last session of Con- 
gress, requiring him “to make to Congress annu: 
ally, at the commencement of the year, a report of 
the manner in which all appropriations for the 
public buildings and grounds have been applied.” 

Referred to the Committee on Expenditures on 
the Public Buildings. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked that his colleague, Mr. 
W. 8S. Hasrinas, be excused from serving on the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, in conse- 
quence of ill health; which request was azreed tv. 

Mr. CRABB presented the petition of a large 
number of the citizens of Pickens county, Al:- 
bama, for the establishment of a mail route from 
the town of Bridgeville, viathe town of Fairfield ia 
said county, to the town of Macon, in the couaty 
of Noxubee, Mississippi; referred to the Commitiee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

IMPORTED MANUFACTURED SILK. 

Mr. ADAMS, after some introductory remarks 
op the importance of early action on the House 
bill, No. 311, for laying a duty on imported ma- 
nufactured silks, hoped it would be made the spe- 
cial order for that day fortnight. 

Mr.JONES of Virginia said he would be very glad 
to give his assent to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, especially as it was a 
measure that proposed to bring money into the pub- 
lic Treasury; but the process would be entirely too 
slow to answer any p'actical purposes at the pre- 
sent session. Besides, as he (Mr: J.) had already 

introduced a bill providing for a more speedy ope 
ration, (the Treasury Note bill,) he boped the bill 
referred to by the gentleman from Massachaseits 
would not be taken up until the other measure had 
been before the Hou-e. 

Mr. J. observed that several subjects had already 
beed made the special order for certain days; and if 
the bill now referred to by the genileman from 
Massachusetts should a!so be made the special or- 
der, and took up much time, as it undoubtedly 
would, he (Mr. J.) did not know when an opportu- 
nity would be afforded for considering the Treasury 
note bill, the pension bill, and other important 
measures requiring early action. He hoped, therc- 
fore, that gentleman would not press bis request. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that the bill he held in 
his hand was intended to devise means for repay- 
ing the proposed loan of Treasury no‘es; and as at 
this very time very large importations were making 
in the port of New York, he thought it highly ne- 
— that the bill should be entered upon without 

elay. 

Mr. JONES again adverted to the delay which 
must neces-arily arise from the consideration of 
such a bill, and he was sure, if the gent!eman from 
Massachusetts would reflect upon the condition of 
the Treasury, at the present moment, he would see 
the necessity of postponing the bill. It was highly 
impertant that a temporary suppiy should be made 
so as to enable the Treasury to meet the demands 
upon it daring the present quarter; not but that the 
accruing revenue would enable the department to 
meet the demands against it during the year, but it 
would not enable it to meet them in time. 

Mr. J. referred to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in order to show the inequality of 
receipts and expenditures during the present year, 
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which woold make it necessary that a temporary 
provision should be made to enable the Treasury 
to meet demands upon it which would be made be- 
fore the {unds appropriated to meet them should 
have been received. The report stated that una- 
sually heavy expenses would fa!l due during the 
first quarter of the present year. “In addition to 
a full portion of the curient expenses, and the whole 
pension payments for the first balf of the year, and 
one-third of a million or more for all the annual 
fishing bounties, there will be imposed on it most of 
the charges for the whole year, connected with the 
session of Congress and private bills, as well as 
large payments for taking the census, and for the 
first instalment of the debt of this District, ete.” 

Mr. J. a!so referred to the following communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, laid on 
their tables this morning, as a further reason why 
no delay should take place in reference to the 
Treasury No‘e bill. 

Treasury DePpaRTMENT, 
December 21, 1840. 

Sie: I perceive that a new appropriation bill has 
pa'sed at this session for sums exceeding $400,000, 
considerable portions of which will probably be 

called from the Treasury during the present 5 ear. 

Anoth:r appropriation bill appears to have been 
reported, witha view to its immediate passage, 
which is supposed to be nearly couble the amount 
of the other, and an addition proposed to it, on ac- 
count of navy pensions, of a sum between $150,000 
and $200,000, entirely new in i's character. Much 
of this addition, if made, is likely to be drawn for 
the preseat month, as it may be needed on or be- 
fore the Ist day of January, and prubably some 
portions of the original bill as reported. These 
new charges on the present year are of such magni- 
tude as (with the circums‘ances hereafter specified, 
and others referred to in the second, tenth, and 
tleventh pages of my recent annual report) to ren- 
der it proper, in the opinion of the nndersigned, 
that he should repeat the recommendation contain- 
ed in that report—that they be accompanied by 
some early provision of additional means to meet 
the whole of them with promptitude. 

The let'ers annexed, just received, show likewise 
some recent decisions of the courts, that appear to 
require the refunding of more duties from the 
Treasury, to a considerable amount. 

Another communication is also annexed, which 
reached the Department to-day, and shows the ex- 
traordinary drawbacks about to be dernanded in a 
siugle case, on refined sugars, exteading probably 
to $75,000 or $80 000; a sum nearly eqnal to half 
of the nettrevenue often collected in a week in the 
whole Union. 

To meet calls like these, in addition to those first 
specified by the new appropriations, will probably 
much reduce the balance heretofore anticipated at 
the close of the year. 

Under these circumstanees, coupled with those 
referred to in my annual report rendering some pro- 
vision proper, not only to cover ordinary contin- 
gencies and fluctuations, but especia'ly to provide 
adequate means for meeting seasonably the large 
charg’s then explaine’ to be imposed on the first 
quarter of the year 1841, and several of them as 
soon asthe Ist of January, the hope is entertained 
that some such temporary provision will be made 
at the earliest day practicable. 

Looking to the security and high standing of our 
national credit, it was deemed prudent, when that 
report was prepared, that it be done by the com- 
mencement of the year; and the occurrences since 
tend strongly to confirm the opinion then expressed, 
and are, therefore, now promptly and respect- 
fully submitted to the consideration of the Commit- 
tees of Ways and Means and on Finance in the 
two Houses. 

The amount of means authorized might jodi- 
ciously extend to the five or six millions which have 
usually been kept on hand in former years, as a 
balance to cover all contingencies and fluctuations, 
and it might be used as a substitute for that ba- 
lance whenever the public wants should require 
Guring tbe year, and be all reimbursed before its 
close, if the revenue increases in the latter part of 

the year as is anticipated in the annual report. 

My opinion, formerly expressed, on the most 
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a temporary provision, remains unchanged in fa- 
vor of an issue of Treasury notes, to be redeemed 
out of the revenue received before the end of the 
year, and to be provided for either by an amend- 
ment te some appropriate bill, or by a separate act 
of Congress. Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

To Hon. J. W. Jongs, 

Chairman Cummittee of Ways and Means, H. R. 
Treasory DeraRTMenr, 
Comptroller’s Office, December 17, 1840. 

Sire: The Circuit Court of the United States 
for the district of Maryland having, at the No- 
vember term, 1840, declared ‘“‘soda ash’ to be ex. 
empt from duty, I have to inform you, that] have 
directed to be refunded the duties paid under pro. 
test on that article as carbonate of soda. 

I beg to request your instructions on the matter 
presented in the enclosed copies of letters from the 
district attorney and collector of the customs a 
Boston, in relation to recent decisions of the United 
States court in that city. If those decisions are ac- 
quiesced in by the department, (and I know not, 
after the expressed opinion of the district attorney, 
how they can be resisted,) the free admission of 
“gunny cloth” may materially interfere with, if not 
totally destroy, the domestic manufacture cf cotton 
bagging. The honorable Mr. Clay, of the Senate, 
having, during the last session of Congress, called 
the particular attention of the department to this 
subje:t, I have thought it proper to submit it, in its 
present position, to your special notice. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

J. N. BARKER, Comptroller. 
Hon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasury DEePaRTMENT, 
Comptroller’s Office, December 18, 1840. 

Sin: By a communication from the collector at 
New York, dated the 13th instant, a copy of which 
is herewith enclosed, it appears that the article 
worsted plush is added to the list of goods (hereto- 
fore payiog goods under the construction of law by 
this department) exempted from duty by the deci- 
sions ef the United States courts. 

Before instructing the collector to refund duties 
paid under protest on this article, I have thought it 
proper, as in former cases, to submit the subject for 
your decision and sanction. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. N. BARKER, 
Hon. Levi Woopsury, Comptroller. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Custom-Houss, New York, 
December 18, 1840. 

Sia: The Messrs. Woolsey made an entry of re- 
fined sugar to-day, the bounty on which will be 
between seventy and eighty thousand dollars, if 
the vessel by which itis to be exported has sufii- 
cient capacity to take it all. 

I have before called your attention to the im- 
portant fact of the refiners having an advantage in 
this respect which I am quite sure the policy of the 
Government did not intend to confer, though Con- 
gress, by its legislation, has conferred it. 

To illustrate the proposition, I will make be- 
low the calculation of duty on 100 pounds of 
sugar imported, costing, in a foreign port, four and 
a half cents, 

100 pounds, at two and a half cents per 


pound duty, 
Deduct, under compromise act, forty per 
cent. 1 00 
1 50 
Add eight per cent. on cost, say $4 50, 36 


Actual duty on 100 pounds brown sugar, $1 86 


The bounty, or drawback, on refined sugar, is 
five cents per pound, and has been so since 1829; 
at which time the duty on im ion of raw su- 
gar was three cents per peund, or three dollars the 
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hundred pounds; which now is but $1 86 the huan- 
dred pounds: mating a difference in the duty, be- 
tween now and 1829, when the present bounty was 
fixed, of one dollar and fourteen cents on a hun- 
dred pounds. 

The quantity imported into this district the three 
first quarters of this year was thirty-seven million 
six hundred aud twelve thousand six hundred anid 
twenty-three pounds, (say 37,612,623 poundi;) the 
difference on the dvjies upon which, at this time, 
compared with the daty in 1829, when the present 
bounty was increased, amounts to $428,783 90. 

As the refiners were willing to do business upon 
the basis the law placed that business in 1829, it 
seems to me that Congress ought now to interfere. 

Very respecifully, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. HOYT, Collector. 
Hon. Levi Woopsocry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treasory DePpaRTMENT, 
January 7, 1841. 

Sia: I enclose, for the consideration of your 
committee, the copy of another letter from the col- 
lector of New York, concerning the large and un- 
expected amount of drawbacks paid and paying at 
that port. Other large drawbacks of this kind are 
demanded at Bostun occasionally. 

Coupling these payments with ethers before de- 
tailed to the committee, for refunding duties under 
recent judicia! decisions, with the great demands 
fer fishing bounties, the debt of this District, the 
census, pensions, Florida wai, &c. (most of them 
referred to in the tenth and eleventh pages of my 
annual report,) and I do not .ee how itis possible 
to preserve the public faith in respect to them, and 
the otherlarge current expenses of an ordinary 
character, without the acditional means desired in 
that report to be furnished at an early dzy. 

As more than a month has transpired sisce this 
was first desired and explained, any farther delay 
will place the Deparment in daily jeopardy of not 
being able, at certain points, to raise available 
means sufficient to meet the public engagements at 
those points. 

I trust, therefore, that the committee will excuse 
me for urging the speediest action possible on this 
important subject. Respectfully, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Joun W. Jones, 
Chairman of Commitiee of Ways and Means. 
Custom House, New York, Jan. 5, 1841. 

Sir: I am glad to learn that the question of 
bounty on refined sugar has been submitted to a 
committee of Congress. 

We paid the Messrs, Woolsey to-day another 
bounty of over $25,000; and one will mature in a 
few days for three times the amount. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. HOYT, Collector. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


After some remarks from Mr. CUSHING, in 
which he discussed the propriety of making provi- 
sion for the coming Administration, the motion for 
making the bill of Mr. Apams the special order 
fur the 27th instant, having been made, the yeas 
and nays were demanded, and, being ordered, re- 
culted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Atherton, Boardman, Botis, Brigys, Cal- 
houn, Carter, Casey, Connor, Crabb, Cranston, 
Cushing, Eiward Davies, John Davis, Garreit 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Edwards, Fillmore, Gal- 
braith, Granger, Graves, Grinnell, Hawes, Hoff- 
man, James, Jenifer, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemp- 
shall, Lincoln, McKay, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, Os- 
borne, Peck, Pope, Randall, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 
Traman Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, Tuilinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbuli, Underwood, John 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christo H. Williams, and Wiathrop—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Linn Banks, Black, Blackwell, 
Brewster, Aaron VY. Brown, Burke, Bynum, 
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John Campbell, Carr, Chapman, Clifford, William 
R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Dickersen, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Garland, 
Goggin, Graham, Hand, John Hastings, Hiil of 


Virginia, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, John W. | 


Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lucas, Mere- 
dith Mallery, Medill, Paynter, Pickens, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Strong, 
Sumter, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Vanderpoel, Watterson, and Wise—52 

And there being no quorum, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 14, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the follow- 
ing resolution submitted by Mr. Tattmapez on tle 
3st December last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to the Senate a list of the drafis drawn by the 
Treasury Department, or by its order, that—be- 
tween the 28:h day of February, 1839, and the 4th 
day of July last, and also since the 4th day of July 
last—have been protested for non-payment, or that 
have been presented for payment, and remain un- 
paid; exhibiting in a tabular form, the date of such 
draft, the names of the payees, the names and of- 
fice of the drawees; the place where payable; the 
time when payable; the amount; the time when 
presented, and the time when protested. 

The report was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a meworial of inhabi- 
tants of Wood county, Ohio, praying the passage 
of ageneral bankrupt law. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
of citizens of New Yerk for the same purpose. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from ci- 
tizens of Washington county, New York, for the 
same purpose. 

These memorials, as a bill had already been re- 
ported in concurrence with the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, were laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented the pe‘ition of inhabi- 
tants of Indiana, praying the establishment a mail 
route: which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
ALABAMA ADVERSE TO A PROTECTIVE TARIFF. 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the following 

joint resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama; 

which were read: 

Preamble and Resoluti’ns of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Alabama, responsive to cer- 
tain resolutions of the State of Connecticut ia 
favor of the protective policy. 

Certain resolutions of the Staie of Connecticut 
have been communicated by the Governor of this 
State to this General Assembly, agreeably to a re 
quest contained in said resolutions which express 
sentiments in favor of what they designate “‘the 
protective policy of our Government,” and contain 
a request to the Senators and Representatives in 
Congress from said States, tu resist, by all constitu- 
tional means, every attempt to destroy or impair 
said policy, and to use their exertions to procure 
the passage of such Jaws as will effectually protect 
the labor of this country from the policy and legis- 
lation of foreign Governments; the said resolu- 
tions further signify, that it is the wish of our sister 
State to obtain from us an expression of our senti- 
ments on the subject to which her said resolutions 
relate. 

It becomes us in courtesy, under such circum- 
stances to make answers,which we proceed respect- 
tally to do, as follows: 

We presume we properly comprehend the Siate 

of Connecticat as intending, by the words “protec- 

tive policy of our Government,” in her aforesaid 
resolutions, a protective tariff; and by the words 

“labor of this country,” the manufacturing labor of 

this country. So understanding our sister State, 

we cannot forbear expressing our surprise and re- 
gret to find that she should feel it incumbent on her 
to press this fraitful source of discord and distrac- 
tion upon the attention of Alabama and the South, 
at this time—two years in advance of the ex- 
piration of that “compromise” which has, for a pe- 





riod, allayed the fierce and angry passioh< t¢ 


“the” protective policy had heretofore gitea fish. | 


Putas she has thought proper to call upon us for 
cur sentiments on this subject, we proceed to 
give them fully embodied in the following resolu- 
tions—-the principles of which, we would kindly, 
but firmly, admonish our sister Connecticut that 
we are determined to maintain at every hazard. 

Be it therefore resolved unanimously, by the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Alabama in General Assembly convened, That 
the Government of the United States was esta- 
blished in order to forma more perfect union, es- 
tablish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide 
for the common defence, and promote the general 
welfare, to, and among the several separate and 
sovereign States of this Union, and to secure the bles 
sings of liberty to us and our children as citizens of 
said States. 

Sec. 2. Resolved unanimously, That said Go- 
verpment never can establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquillity, or promote the general welfare 
of this widely extended Union, and the diversified 
interests and pursuits thereof, especially in view 
of their pecaliar relations aforesaid, by enacting 
laws to foster, promote, and protect the industry 
and occupations of one pertion of the States or 
people, to the disparagement, injury, and expense 
of another. 

Sec. 3. Resolved unanimously, That a tariff for 
the protection of manufactures always was, and 
always must remain, obnoxious to the objections 
set forth ia the foregoing resolution; and that con- 
sequently, every such measure always has been, 
and ever will be, in our estimation, unwise, unjust, 
and unconstitutional. 

Sec. 4 Resolved unanimously, That in the so- 
lemn and deliberate opinion of this General As- 
sembly, a successful attempt to re establish the 
‘protective policy,” while it cannot fail to alienate 
the feel.ngs of one portion of cur happy Union 
from another, and provoke fierce political animosi- 
ties between the North and the South, ultimately 
and irresistibly tends to a dissolution of the Federal 
compact between those States, and that in view of 
such consequences, we earnestly and affectionately 
dissuade our Northern brethren from any such at- 
tempt. 

Sec. 5. Resolved unanimously, That the Go- 
vernor of this Siate be requested to forward a copy 
of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the 
Governor of ths State of Connecticut, and the 
Governors of each of the other States, and also 
copies to each of our Senators and Representatives, 
the former of whom are instructed, and the latter 
requested, to u-e all honorable and proper means 
to sustain the principles therein set forth. 

J. L. F. COTTRELL, 
President of the Senate. 
R. A. BAKER, 
Speaker of the House of Represeniatives. 

The resolutions were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial 
of the American Peace Society of 
praying that a special joint committee of Congress 
may be appoinied to report on the various memo- 
rials from peace societies presented at the last and 
present sessions of Congress. 


Mr. C. said that whilst every man must concur 
in the object of the petitioners, every one must see 
the difficulty attending it. The memorial asks for 
a special committee, and he was already so much 
involved in the business of the session, that he was 
afraid to ask for it. If any other Senator, how- 
ever, felia disposition to make the motion, he 
would most cheerfully vote for it. The memorial 
was laid on the tab’e. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a similar memorial, 
which was disposed of in the same manner. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Albany county, N. Y. praying for the passage of 
a bankrupt law, with certain designated provisions; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of mer- 
chants and other citizens of New York, remopesitrat- 
ing against the passage of a bankrupt law ‘at the 
present session; which was ordered to be prin'e4) 
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Mr. W. also presented a memorial from manu- 
facturers, merchants, mechanics, and o’her persons 
of New York, presenting in detail the provisions of 
a bankrupt law, which they think would be a pro- 
per ene; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. : 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Bucksport, Maine, remonstratiog against the 
repeal of the fishing bounties and allowances; which 
was read. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that io a few days he 
would make an effort to bring this question beiore 
the Senate, when he would show that two-thirds of 
these fishing bounties were a palpable violation of 
the Constitution of the United Siates. There is at 
present before Congress a proposition to borrow 
money by issuing Treasury notes, a portion of 
which must go to the payment of thrse fishing 
bounties. He repeated that he wou'd conclusively 
demonstrate that to the amount of two-thirds of 
these allowances they were a naked bounty from 
the Treasury, and of course anconstitutional. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial trom the 
heirs and legal representatives of the Chevolier de 
Repentigny, by C. E Violet, their attorney; and a 
memorial from Agnes Slacke. The former me- 
morial claims for the memorialists, citizens ot 
France, jointly with Agnes Slacke, of Ireland, a 
tract of Jan’ at the Sault S:e. Marie, in theS.ate of 
Michigan, “six leagues on the portage by six leagues 
in depth on the river separating the two lakes.” Tors 
land (said Mr. Nonve ct) 1s alleged to have been 
granted es a concession, in 1750, by the French 
Canadian au'horities, to Captain de Bonne and the 
Chevalier de Repentigny, for the purpose of esta- 
blishing thereon a seignery. The grant is further 
stated to have been ratified by the King of France 
in 1751. Agnes Slacke derives her claim to a 
moiety of this concession from sales or grants made 
by Captain de Bonne. Mr. Norvete said that he 
had presented these memorials by request. He 
censidered them as important to the claimants, i‘n- 
portant in their consequences to the State of Michi- 
gan, and important to the United States. He 
therefore moved that they be printed, and, with the 
papers which accompanied them, referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. He would 
ask the particular attention of that committee to 
the subject, with as speedy action and as early a 
decision on it as mght be consistent with their con- 
venience. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the pe- 
tition and papers of Joshua Kennedy, as assignee 
of Laurendine, and of the heirs of Joshua Kenne- 
dy, now on file, were referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Commitiee ou 
Pensions, reported a biil for the relief of Huldah 
Tucker; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Williaa: Rand; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. PRENTISS, the Commiuee 
on Pensions, to which was referred the memorial 
of Robert P. Wainwright, was discharged from its 
further consideration, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committce on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petitions of Richard El- 
liot, of Isaac Hilton, of Catherine Howard, asked 
to be discharged fiom the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
House bill making temporary provision for luna- 
tics in the District of Columbia, reported the same 
with an amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill for regulating com- 
mercial intercourse between the port of Cayenne, 
in the colony of French Guiana, and to remit cer- 
tain duties; and 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to refund duties collected on the French ship 
Alexendre; 
reported the same without amendment. 

‘ir. LINN, from the Select Committee to which 
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was referred the joint resolution to authorize the 
adoption of measures for the occupation and set- 
tlement of the Territory of O.egon, and for ex- 
tending certain portions of the laws of the Uniied 
States over the same, reported the same without 
amendment. 

The joint resolution directing the transfer to the 
Siate of Maryland of the siock in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal, standing in the name of the 
Uniied States, upon certain conditions, was then ta- 
ken up. 

Mr. MANGUM said, as ihis matter was of much 
importance tothe citizens of the District, who had 
no representative here, and as a remonstracce 
against the passage of the bill, which be had pre- 
sented some days since, bad not yet returned from 
the printer, he heped the further consideration of 
the bill would be pestponed for a few days. 

Mr. MERRICK urged the immediate action of 
the Senate as necessary to enable the Legislature of 
Maryland, who had the subject at this moment un- 
der consideration, to enable them to act under- 
standingly. ‘The stock at present was of no valve, 
and Congress having in their wisdom determined 
t» make no further appropriations to complete the 
work, their holding on to the stock only operated 
to deter Maryland from making efforts to complete 
the canal to Cumberland. As to the memorial of 
the corporate authorities of Washington, it was 
only remonstrating against the United States dis- 
posing of their own property, with which they 
had no more right to interfere than the citizens of 
any other portions of the Republic. 

Mr. WALKER said several years since he bad 
jntrodeced a bill, somewhat similar to that now 
pending for the relinquishment of our stock in the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to the State of Mary- 
land. He had done this afier a conference with a 
distinguished patrict, [Governor Kent,] then a 
Senator from Maryland, but now called to a 
higher and betier world. At that time, he (Mr. 
Waker) had called upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to report what dividends the Government 
of the United States had received from its stock in 
all these canals, namely, this canal, the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Cana!, the Dismal! Swamp 
Canal, and the Ohio Canal at Louisville. The re- 
port then made showed that these stocks, with the 
exception of the last, had never yielded any divi- 
dend; that they had no market price, and in all 
probability never would yield any dividend, espe- 
cially this stock im the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
Under these circumstances, Mr. Wateer said he 
was in favor of dissolving this unprofitable part- 
nership between this Government and this com- 
pany, by the surrender of this stock to the State of 
Maryland. Mr. Waker said whcever would 
read the early debates and reports on this subject 
in both Houses of Congress, could not fail to ob- 
serve, that this Government had originally intended 
to proceed, pari passu with the State of Maryland, 
in subscriptions to this canal, considering it es a 
great national woik, terminating in this District. 
This design was now abandoned, most happily, te- 
gether with the whole internal improvement sys- 
tem by Congress; but, in the mean time, the 
State of Maryland, relying on the continued co- 
operation of this Government in the construction 
of this canal, had proceeded and expended enor- 
mous sums towards the completion of this great 
work; and whilsthe (Mr. Watker) would not, 
even under these circumstances, vo'e to appropri- 
ate more money to this or any ether similar ob- 
ject of internal improvement by this Government, 
yet he thought it a mere act of jus'ice to surrender 
this stock, (not without an equivalent,) but for the 
full equivalent provided in this bill, namely: the 
use of this canal forever, {ree of all tol!, for tha 
transportation of the troops and munitions of war 
of this Government; and upon similar terms Mr. 
Waker was willing to surrender to the States in 
which they were located, all the stock he'd by this 
Government in all other canals, and thus to com- 
plete the divorce between this Government and the 
whole internal improvement system. In relation 
to the stock held by this Government in the Lou- 
isville canal, Mr. Wacker desired to cede our 
stock in that canal to the State «f Kentucky, so as 
to be made auxiliary to the great object of ren- 








dering that canal free of all toll, and thus re- 
move that heavy taxa'ion which was now im- 
posed on those who travelled or transported 
products on the Ohio river. In relation to the op. 
position on the part of this city to this transfer, 
Mr. W. said he regretted it. The completion of 
this canal by Maryland wou'd be of vast import- 
ance to this city, and she ought to support this bill 
as facilitating the completion of this work; and as 
to the idea that Maryland might, by ebtaining the 
control of this stock, abandon the canal to this city, 
by carrying the canal from a point outof this Dis- 
trict to Baltimore, it was delasive. Now, Mr. 
W. said, a survey for Maryland, by the accom- 
plished head of our Topographical Bureau, had 
been made, by which it was demonstrated that all 
other routes for a cross cut from this canal to Balti- 
more had been found impracticable, except through 
this city. Mr. W. said that this bill had passed 
the Senate at the last session by a large majority, 
and he hoped it would now be permitted to pass 
without delay. 

Oa motion of Mr. CLAY by A'abama, the 
for taking up the special order having arrived 
joint resolution was laid on the table. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of sett'ers on tne pub- 
lic lands, who shall inbabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
der of the day, was taken up, the question being 
oo the amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the 
motion to recommit the bill made by Mr. Critren- 
DEN. 

Mr. SEVIER addressed the Senate at length in 
favor of the amendment submitted by Mr. Cat- 
noun, ard of the original bill, and in opposition to 
the substitute propoved by Mr. Crirrenpen. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana followed in oppo.ition 
to Mr. Catnoun’s amendment, and spoke for 
about an hour, when, without concluding, he yield- 
ed to a motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, January 14, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Tre SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the motion of Mr. Apams to make House 
bill No. 311, providing for a daty on 

FOREIGN MANUFACTURED SILK, 
the special order of the day for the 27th instan 
(The quesiion on this motion had been put on las 
evening, but no quorum voted.) 

Mr. ADAMS moved a callof the House, bu 
there was no second. 

The question then being on th: motion to make 
the bill the special order, 

Mr. THOMPSON asked for the reading of the 
bill, and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. WISE desired to know if it would require 
two-thirds to make it the special order. 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Apams, and decided by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Beatty, Boardman, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chion, Chittenden, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Fillmore, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goode, Granger, Green, 
Hall, Henry, Charles Johnston, Lane, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McCiure, McCulloch, McKay, Francis 
Mallory, Mason, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Simonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stuart, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbull, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Win- 
throp, and John T. H. Worthington.—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Black- 
well, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, Jchn Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Crary, Dana, Daw- 
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son, Dickerson, Doane, Dromgoole, Ear!, East- 
map, Fine, Fister, Garland, Goggin, Griffin, 
Hammond, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of Va. 
Hubbar1, Jame:on, Cave Johnson, Kille, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Mon'gomery, Nisbet, Parrish, Pickens, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Vanderpoel, Watterson, Weller, Jared 
W. Williams, and Wise—65. 

Sothere not being two-thirds, the motion was 
not agreed to. 

The report of the Committee of Elections rela- 
tive to the 

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION, 
then coming up as the special order, and Mr. Nay- 
lor being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. RIVES, chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, asked the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
togive way a moment in order to afford him (Mr. 
R.) an opportunity of renewing the following moticn 
ineffectually made some days ago by the former 
chairman of that committee, Mr. Campsett: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be re- 
quested to issue a subpena duces tecumto Samuel 
Hart, esq. prothonotary of the ccurt of common 
pleas for the city and county of Phi'adelphia, di- 
recting the said Samuel Hart, esq to appear per- 
sonally, or by deputy, before this House, at one 
o’clock, p. m. on Monday the 18th ins'ant,with the 
election returns and other papers on file in his of- 
fice, relating to the Congressional election in the 
Third Congressional District in the State of Penan- 
sylvania in 1838, there to be examined in evidence 
in the case of contested election now pending be- 
tween C. J. Incersott and Caarces Nay or, from 
the said Congressional district. 

Mr. STANLY objected to the floor being given 
by Mr. Naytor. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentleman from North 
Carolina would not object, as it was important that 
the papers required by the resolution should be had 
in season. 

Mr. STANLY persisted. 

[It will be recollected that it was Mr. Campeett, 
of South Carolina, the chairman of the Committee 
of Election:, at the last session, who,a few days 
ago, a'tempted, on two occasions, to introdece the 
above resolution, Mr. C. being, as we are inform: 
ed, in favor of the majerity report. Both times ob- 
jection was made by Messrs. Staxnty, WittiaMs, 
and other opposition members, who, it appears, 
have no desire that Hart should appear with the 
election returns, although they were called for by 
Mr. CaMPBELL, who, it appears, is in favor of Mr. 
Naytor. If the Whigs objected to the motion of 
one in favor of the majority report, it was hardly 
to be expected they would give way to the motion 
when made by a signer of the minority report ] 

Mr. NAYLOR said he had not the slightest ob- 
jection to the passage of that resolation; but inas- 
much as the House had twice refused to entertain 
it, he did not deem it very respectful to again 

ress it. 

Mr. RIVES explained that it was a mistake to 
say that any vote ha‘ been taken on the resolution, 
for it had not yet been received. 

Mr. NAYLOR persisted in his refusal, and was 
about to proceed, when 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the gentleman 
would yield te floor for one moment only, just to 
enable him to move that the Treasury note bill be 
made the special order for Monday next. Mr. J. 
observed that the condition of the Treasury was 
one which required immediate relief. The motion 
would take bot a moment; and he trusted the gen- 
tleman would perniit it to be made. 

Mr. NAYLOR said if he gave way for one, he 
must for a dczen; so be must decline, 

Mr. N. then proceeded with his remarks in an- 
swer to Mr. INGERSOLL. 

After speaking until after three o’clo:k, Mr. N. 
concluded, and resumed his seat. 

Mr. GREEN of Kentucky then asked leave to 
submit the following resolation: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instracted. to inquire into the ex- 

ediency and necessity of laying such duties, for 


the purposes of revenue, upon wines and silks, and 
suc other articles of luxgry imported into the Uni- 
ted States, as will meet the necessary expenditures 
of the Government, and pay cff the debt already 
incurred by the issue of Treasury notes, and all 
such other debis as may be owing by the Govern- 
meat of the United Siates; and that said committee 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to adjourn; but, 
after some conversation, the motion was with 
drawn. 

The qaestion then being on the resolution of Mr. 
Green, 

Objection was made to its reception; whereupon, 

Mr. GREEN moved a suspersion of the rales, 
and demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. WISE rose to a question of order. He de- 
sired to know if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Naytor] was not entiiled to the floor. 

The SPEAKER informed him that Mr. N. had 
concluded his remarks. 

Mr. RIVES presumed that the cons deration of 
the contested election case would still go on as the 
special order. 

The SPEAKER said certainly it would, and the 
other claimant (Mr. Incersoty) was entitled to the 
floor; the resolution of the genileman from Kean- 
tucky, therefore, could only be entertained by a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia wished to inquire of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, whether the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Manufactures, for 
imposing a duty on foreign silks, did not cover this 
resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that it would cover only a 
part of the resolution, namely, so far as related io 
silks. 

The SPEAKER had observed that it was not 
in order to debate that question, 

Mr. WISE did not wish to speak out of order, 
but would merely observe, that altbough the bill re- 
potted fiom the Committee on Manufactures re- 
ferred only to si'ks, yet it was open to amend- 
ment and might thus be made to cover the whole 
ground, 

The question on the motion to suspend the rales 
was then put, and decided in the negative as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Missrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhonn, William B. Camp- 
bell, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chitien’en, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vie>, John Davis, Garrett Davis, Edwards, Eve- 
rett, Fillmore, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, Good», 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, James, Charles Johnston, 
Kempshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, McCual- 
loch, Marvin, Mason, Morroe, Morgan, Morrow, 
Naylor, Osborne, Paleo, Peck, Randall, Rayner, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Simonton, Siade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Win- 
threp—80. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Black, Blackwel!, Bovd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, By- 
num, Carr, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, 
William R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, John 
W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Goggin, 
Graham, Griffin, Hammond, John ‘Hastings, Hill 
of Vi: ginia, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, 
Josedh Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McClure, McKay, Francis Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, 
Francis Thomas, Pailip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Tarney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Wellci, and Wise—86. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr JONES of Virginia, then esked the permis- 





sion of Mr. INcersott to permit him to offer a 
resolution, making the Treasury note bill the spe- 
cial order for Monday next, and for each sacceed- 
ing day until it shall be finally disposed of. 

And Mr. INGERSOLL assenting, 

Mr. JONES submitted the motion. 

; — BARNARD moved to amend the motion as 
OLOWS: 

That the Committee of the Whole on the State 
the Union be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the bill in relation to Treasury notes, 
and that the subject of making provision for the 
wants of the Treasury he referred back to the 
Committee of Ways and Means with instruetions— 

1. To bring in a bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars on 
the credit of the Government, and to issue bonds 
or scrip therefor. 

2. To bring ina bill imposing additional reve- 
nue on wines, silks, linens, sp ces, and other arti- 
cles, being luxuries, imported into the Uaited Siates, 
butin such manner as not to conflict with the 
principles, policy, and spirit of the act of Qd 
March, 1833, commonly called the “compro- 
mise act.” 

Tne SPEAKER decided that the amendment 
could not be received, asa motion to make a bil! 
the special order did not open the merits of such 
bill. 

Mr. BARNARD distented from the opinion of 
the Cuarr, but did not appeal from the decision. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia then demanded the yeas 
and nays on his motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. DAWSON wished to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether the money required by the Treasury Note 
bill was wanted for immediate use. 

Mr. JONES replied that a considerable propor- 
tion of the money would be required to meet de- 
mands upon the Treasury daring the first quarter 
of the present year. A large portion was also re- 


| quired to pay pensions which would fall due after 


the 4thof March. Likewise to meet other demands 
which would fall dae between this time and that 
period. 

In reply to a further question by Mr, Dawson, 
Mr. JONES observed that it was proposed by the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means to make provision 
for all the wants of the Goverament during the 
present year up to the first of January next. And 
for himself, judging from the repert of the Secre- 
tary, he believed that the means for the year would 
be sufficient to meet the expenditures. But, owing 
to the inequality of receipts and expenditures at 
different portions of the year, it was essentially ne- 
cessary that a temporary provision should be made 
to enable the Treasury to meet demands upon it 
during the present quarter, and to transport money 
to remote quarters where it would be immediately 
required after the adjournment of Congress. 

Mr. BARNARD wished to know what was the 
motion before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Jones] to make the 
Treasury note bill the special erder for Monday 
next, which motion would require a vote of two- 
thirds. 

After some debate of a conversational character 
between Messrs. BARNARD, BRIGGS, and 
others, the question was taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jones, and it was decided in the affirmative 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Atherton, 
Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
Wm. 0. Builer, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, William R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Ear!, Eastman, Ely, Fill- 
more, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, 
Griffin, Grionel!, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, 
Jobn Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, 
King, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McClure, McCulioch, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Mon- 
tanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, 
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Osborne, Parmenter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Sal. 
tonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Weller, Henry Wiitlams, 
Lewis Williams, Wintbrop, and Wise—1(8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adam:, Alford, Andrews, 
Baker, Boardman, Betts, Briggs, Brockway, Cal- 
hown, Carier, Chittenden, Crabb, Cranston, Cush- 
ing, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, James, Charles John- 
ston, Kempshall, Lane, Lincoln, Francis Mallory, 
Morrow, Naylor, Pa'en, Randal!, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russeli, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleit, Usderwood, 
Warren, John White, and Thomas W. Wil- 
liams—52. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on leave, reported a bill to establish a 

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY 
througheat the United States; which was read 
twice, referred tv a Commitiee of the Whole on 
the State of the Unicn, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARNARD then moved that the bill be 
made the specie! order for this day fortnight; pend- 
ing which motion, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 15, 1841. 

Mr.fHUNTINGTON presented the credentials 
of the Hon, THOS. CLAYTON, appcinted by the 
Legislature of the States of Delaware a Senator 
from that State for six years from the 4th of March 
nex!; which were read, and placed on file. 


The PRESIDENT submitted the credentials of 
the Hon. RICHARD H. BAYARD, appointed by 
the Legislature of the State of Delaware a Sena- 
tor from that State forsix years from the 4th of 
March, 1839, which were read,and placed on 
file. 

Mr. YOUNG presented joint resolutions from 
the Legislature of Illinois, praying legislative ac- 
tion by Congress in regard to the remission of du- 
ties on railroad iron imported by that State; which 
were referred tothe Commitee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of Al- 
den Pariridge, praying the abolition of the Military 
Academy at West Point; which wes referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. H. also presented another memorial from the 
same gentleman, proposing a plan cf national edu- 
cation, to be supported by a distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands for that pur- 
pose; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of the 
American Peace Society; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of John M. 
ae and Jerome Loring; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, praying the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of St. Louis, praying the passage of a general 
bankrupt law. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of merchants and 
mechanics, asking, if Congress deem it necessary to 
pass a bankrupt law, that banks and other money 
incorporations may be included therein. 

Mr. B. also presented two memorials of mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and oihers, designating 
certain provisions which they deem important to 
be incorporated in any bankrupt law that may be 
passed. 

These memorials were all ordered to be printed, 
and laid on the tadle. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the petition 
and papers of Peters, Moore and Cempany, now 
on file, were referred to the Commitiee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr, DIXON the petition and pa- 





pers of Caleb Mitchell were permitted to be witt- 


drawn from the files of the Senate. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of D. G. Skin- 
ner; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the petition of M. 
M. Quackenboss, now on file, wasreferred to the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary; and the petition of 
Enoch Hidden was referred to the Commitiee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill for the re- 
lief cf Samuel Norris and Frederick Saugrain of 
Arkansas, reported the same without amendment. 

The billto regulate the jand offices in Indiana 
and for other purposes, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

UNIFORM BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the Senate now 
take up the bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy. 

Mr. KING asked the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky whether he made the motion for the pur- 
dose of submitting an amendment to the bill, or for 
the purpose of discussion by the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied, that the latter was 
his object, and he called for the ayes and noes on 
the motion. 

Mr. BENTON said he considered this a motion 
which would go to the destruction of the pre-emp- 
tion bill, and if it were adopted, he should consider 
the pre-emption bill voted down for this session. 
The adoption of a motion of that magnitude, at 
this short sesssion, would be equivalent to a decla- 
ra'ion that the Senate wou!d not again touch the 
pre-emption bill this session, and therefore he 
should vote against it. 

Mr. WALKER was not willing that any Sena- 
tor, whether friend or foe, should create an issue 
for him, or dictate his course here on tbis subject. 
He was in favor of a pre-emption law; he was also 
in favor of the cession bi'!l; but much ashe favored 
both, he knew there was no bill ever introduced 
into this body, in regard to a speedy action on 
which his constitucnis were so unanimous, as on 
the bankrapt bill. In the State of Mibssis- 
sippi, all parties, Whigs and Democrats, credi- 
tors as well as debtors, solvent or insolvent, 
were in faver of the passage of the bank- 
rapt bill. If there was a single individual there 
that was opposed to it, he had not the honor of his 
acquaintance. Under these circumstances, he 
should feel it to be his duty to vote to take up the 
bankrupt bill; and he would go further, and say 
that if either the pre-emption bill or the bankrupt 
bill was to be delayed iniis passage fcr want of 
time at the present session, he should uodoubiedly 
prefer that the former should be delayed rather than 
the latter, for there was more unanimity in his 
State in favor of speedy action upon the latter, and 
more earnestness about itsimmediate passage; and 
for this reason he should vote for its being taken 
up. As the ayes and noes had been called on 
the motion made for that purpose, he had thought 
it proper to make these remarks. 

Mr. KING was surprised at the course taken 
in regard tothe bill which had been so long under 
discussion; if the motion now made should prevail, 
it would prevent fizal action on the pre-emption 
bill, although it had been discus-ed day after day, 
for so many days, and the discussion was now 
coming to aclose. And yet when the bill was in 
that stage, a new subject was urged upon the Se- 
nate, which could not be passed at the present ses- 
sion without a discussion of some days. Were 
Senators then, inthis state of affairs, in favor of 
throwing aside a measure already matured for 
final action, and every thingelse, for a bill which 
would engage their attention so long? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, I am; for the Bank- 
rupt bill having passed at the last session through 
the Senate, after several months’ debate, might now 
be carried immediately through this body, and 
pravere no injurious delay as to the pre emption 

ill. 

Mr. KING observed, the Senate had taken up 
a subject of great importance; it had been discussed 
with the calmness and with the minuteness which 


EET 
i's importance required; and now, at ihe close of 
the discussion, it was to be thrown aside, and final 
action was to be avoided, that they might take up 
another subject that would consume muoh of the 
remaining time of tke session. If the Senator 
from Mississippi was friendly, as he said he was, 
to both these measures, he (Mr. Kina) should con- 
ceive he would first pass one of them, take up the 
other, and pass that too as soon as possible; but 
the course parsued by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi would appear to betray but little friendship 
for the pre-emption bill, if, by voting for the motion 
of the Senator from Keniucky, he should give it 
the go-by. 

Mr. WALKER said he inten:Jed to give what he 
knew would be the vote of his constituents, if they 
were on that floor; and notwi hstanding the surprise 
of the honorable Senator from Alabama, he should 
persist in his intention to vote for taking up the 
bankrupt bill, whenever a motion was made to 
take it up, and to give it the precedence of all other 
bills on the calendar. His constituents were more 
deeply interested in the immediate passage of the 
bankrupt bill then any other. They were in favor 
of a pre-emption bill, and so was he; they were in 
favor of the cession bill, and so was he: but they 
were more deeply interested in passing the bank- 
rupt bill at the present session. 

Mr. BENTON. But one is ripe for final action. 

Mr. WALKER. And so is the other, and had 
already passed the Senate at the last session, and 
he hoped could now pass the Senate without delay; 
and it seemed as though the debate on the pre-emp- 
tion bill would be interminable. 

Mr. YOUNG said it was known at the last ses- 
sion that he was in favor of the bankrupt bill, but 
he was not willing to give it precedence of all other 
bills. He was willing to give it precedence of 
all other business after the disposal of that which 
had been so long under discussion. 

Mr. BENTON said the graduation bill was the 
next in order afier the pre-emption bill; and as they 
had been discussed together, it was desirable that 
they should be disposed of together. Butif they 
were to be thrown aside, and killed by a side blow, 
it was perfectly immaterial whether the blow came 
from friend or foe; death was death, come the blow 
whence it might. To throw, then, those bills by, 
after they had had a fu'l discussion—for the discus- 
sion had gone to both—and to take up one of the 
magnitude of the bankrupt bill, on which several 
Senators would have something to say, was to 
throw them by altogether, and to kill them by a 
side blow. 

Mr. LUMPKIN should vote against postponing 
the bills already discussed, to give precedence to 
the bankrupt bill; but he had no hesitation in say- 
ing that the Senate had abundaace of time to act, 
and to act deliberately, on every subject then be- 
fore the Senate. He should thus vote, because one 
important measure was ready for decision; and 
he acted on this principle, that when he had many 
things to do, he would do one thing at a time; and 
he would do the most important first. 

Mr. WALKER had not made the motion then 
before the Senate, ner was ke aware that the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was about to make il; but it 
having been made, he should give such a vote as 
his constituents would give if they were on this 
floor. He knew his constituents preferred imme- 
diate action on the bankrupt bill, and that delay, as 
to the passage of that bill, would be more inju- 
rious to them than delay as to any other mea- 
sure; but he should not have made any remarks, if 
the proposition of compromise suggested by the 
Senator from Kentucky, to take up the bankrupt 
bill immediately after the pre-emption bill, had not 
been rejected by the opponents of the bankrupt bill, 
and a disposition mapifested to prevent any action 
on that bill at this session. He said he had no 
fear that his constituents would misapprehend his 
cour.e on this subject, or that any Sena‘or on this 
floor could induce any one citizen of Mississippi to 
believe that he was taking a course hostile to the 
pre-emption system. The first act ever introdaced 
by him into the S-nate, immediately after taking 
his seat, was a bill containing a prospective pie 
emption clause, and he had accompanied that bill 
with an elaborate report in its favor, At every 
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subsequent session he had introduced a prospective 
bill, and in 1837 such a principle had received the 
assentof amajority of the Senate. He hoped both 
the pre-emption ard bankrupt bill would pass at 
the present session; but the pre-emption bill would 
benefit his constituents as much if passed a few 
months hence, as now; but if action were delayed 
much longer on the bankrupt bill, it would be of 
little use to debtor or creditor in the State of Mis- 


a 
r. BENTON observed that the graduation bill 
was the next in order. 

Mr. WALKER said that would be death to the 
bankrupt bill, and therefore he felt bound to vote 
for the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, 
though he should prefer such a modification of the 
motion as would give it precedence after the dispo- 
sal of the bill which was ready to be disposed of, 
and that bill were pressed to an immediate vote. 

Mr. HUBBARD was opposed, as was well 
known, to the bankrupt bill—he had neve: receiv- 
ed even the first memorial from his own State for 
such a bill—but, from the last remark of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, it would appear they were to 
have but one measure during the present session, 
and that measure was to be the bankrupt bill. Now 
he(Mr. Hussarp) was in favor of both the pre- 
emption and graduat on bills, and he sustained them 
in consonance with resolutions from his own State; 
and to him it appeared that they ought to act on 
the bill before them, (the pre-emption bill.) Atthe 
last session of Congress the Sznate passed a bank- 
rupt bill, and the House to which it was then sent 
for consideration had it now again under conside- 
ration; but what was the course adopted with it 
there (in the House of Representatives?) Why, it 
was even refused a consideration—it was not even 
referred to a committee—by a majority of seven- 
teen. What would be its fate now, he (Mr. Hus- 
BARD) knew not, but it would be an e:onomy of 
time to wait for the action of the other House upon 
that bill, and therefore he hoped that the pre-emp- 
tion bill would not be pos)poned. 

Mr. WALKER endeavored to discharge his du- 
ty to his constituents, but he would agree to make 
the bankrupt bill the special order next afier the 
pre-emption bill, if that compromise were assented 
to, and ne other busine’s then taken up till the 
bankrupt bill was pas-ed. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that would not be in ovder. 

Mr. KING said it could not be made the special 
order next after the pre-emption bill; it could only 
be got at by postponing the other special orders. 

Mr. NORVELL was in favor of boih bills; and 
as the question now stood, he felt himself placed in 
a predicament, for he did not wish his vote to be 
misunderstood, and therefore if the bankrupt bill 
could be made the special order next after the pre- 
emption bill, he should be glad that arrangement 
were made. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not understand why 
should not be made the special order next after the 

pre-emption bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN said gentlemen might get at 
the bankrupt bill in one of two ways. It might be 
done by moving to discharge it from the special or- 
ders and put iton the general orders, and then it 
could be taken up atany time. The other mode 
was, to.wait until one o’clock and then move the 
postponement of all special and general orders, 
to take up this bill. These were the only parlia- 
mentary modes of reaching it. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN perfectly understood his 
position; he understood that a majority of the Se- 
nate tad the right to make what order they pleased. 

After some other observations from several Se- 
nators, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not wish to em- 
barrass any of the friends of the bill, and with the 
consent of the Senate, he would now withdraw his 
motion, but gave notice that he would r-new it, 
and persist in it, as soon as the measure under con- 
sideration was disposed of. 

Mr. KING. That is right. 

Mr. BENTON. That is parliamentary. 

The motion was then, by unanimous consent, 
withdrawn. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 








pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pu!- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
der of the day, was taken up, the question being 
on the amendment offered by Mr. CaLuoun to the 
motion to recommit the bill made by Mr. Caitren- 
DEN. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana resumed and continued 
his remarks in opposition to the amendment of 
Mr. Cacuoon, and in favor of the distribution bill. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed, and that 
the Senate take up the bill for the re-charter of the 
Banks in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said if it was important 
to get the bill to which the honorable Senator from 
Maryland referred, before the other branch of 
Congress, it was much more important—it was all 
important, to act definitely as soon as possible on 
the bil the gentieman desired to postpone. He 
was sorry that the geatleman should think it ne- 
cessary to occupy so muc of the time of the 
Senate with motions to advance some and to thurst 
aside other measures. Afier some o'her observa- 
tions he movel to Jay the motion cf the Senator 
from Maryland on the tab'e 

Mr. MERRICK eailed for the ayes and noes 
thereon, which were ordered; and the motion of the 
Senator from Alabama was decided in the affiima- 
tive—ayes 25, noes 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fuiton, Henderson, Hubbard, Lino, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nichoias, Nicholson, Norveil, 
Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinsen, Sevier, Smith cf 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Waitker, Wall, 
Williams, and Wright— 25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Ky. Clayton, Critten- 
den, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rugg'es, Sou:hard, 
Tailmadge, and White—15 

Mr. SOUTHARD then rose, and addressed the 
Senate in opposition to the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Catncun; but before concluding, gave way 
to a motion for adjourament, 

Ard the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 15, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business 
in order was tte motion to make the bill to es’a- 
blish 
A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY, 
the special order for the 28th of the present month, 
and on which tbe yeas and nays had been ordered; 
and pending which motion, the House had ad- 
journed. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and were, 
yeas 57, nays 96, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, 
Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Cranston, Cushirg, Edward Davies, Daw- 
son, Dellet, Edwards, Galbraith, Gates, G.d- 
dings, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, Hand, Henry, 
Hcffman, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 
King, Lincoln, Meredith Mallory, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Peck, 
Randall, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Sal- 
tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, S:rong, Stuart, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, David D. Wage- 
ner, T. W. Williams, and Win hrop—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, B!ack, Blackwe'l, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Camp: 
bell, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Connor, W. R. Coo;- 
er, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisber, Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Griffin, 
Habersham, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kille, 
Lane, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Me- 
Carty, McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, McKay 
Francis Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, 
Mon'gomery, Morris, Parrish, Paynter, Pickens, 
Pope, Prentiss, Proffi, Rariden, Rayner, Rey- 
nolds, Rives, James Rogers, Russell, Samue's, 
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Shaw, Shepard, Tromas Smith, Sieenrod, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Taliaferre, F. Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Triplett, Trumbu'l, Turney, Warren, 
Watterson, Weller, J. W. Wiiliams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joveph L. Williams, and 
W ise—96 

£0 the House refused to make 
order for the 28 h instant. 

sg INGERSOLL was then about to proceed, 
when 

Mr. RIVES heped the gentleman would yield 
the floor for one moment, in order that he might of- 
fer the following resolu'ion, calling for papers con- 
nected with the case: 

Resolved, Thatthe Speaker of this House be re- 
quested to issue a subpana duces tecum to Samuel 
Hart, esq. prothonotary of the court of commor 
pleas far the cily and county of Philadelphia, di- 
recting the seid Samuel Hart, esq. to appear per- 
somally, or by deputy, before this House, at one 
o’elock, p.m. oa Monday, the 13.h instant, with 
he election returns and other papers on file ia his 
office, relating to the Congressional electirn in the 
Third Congressional District in the State of Penn 
sylvania in 1833, there to be examined in evidence 
in the case of contested electicn now pending be- 
tween C. J. Inceasoitt and Cnaaries Nay or, from 
the said Congressional District. 

Mr. WISE objecting, 

Mr. RIVES said if the gentleman from Pennsy|- 
vania would give him the floor, he would move a 
suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER observed that if any membet 
objected, the gentieman from Pennsylvania could 
not yieid the floor. 

Mr. RIVES was again about to urge his request, 
when 

Mr. WISE called him to order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then proceeded in his reply 
to the arguments of Mr. Nayur, and having con 
cluded ata quarter past two o’clock, 

Mr. NAYLOR made a brief rejoinder, after 
which, the question pending being on the resolution 
reported by the mojority of the Committee of 
E'ections, declaring Mr. Naytor to have been daly 
elected— 

Mr. JAMESON believing that no good would 
arive from further discussion, moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. MEDILL, a member of the Committee ot 
Elections, hoped the gentlem>n would withdraw 
the call for the previous question, as he wished to 
offer—(The confusion which prevailed prevented 
the Reporter from hearing the remainder of the 
sentence. ) 

Mr. WISE hoped the Committee of Elections 
would be permitted to say any thing they thoughi 
proper on the subject. 

Mr. JAMESON said he regretted that his sense 
of duty would not permit him to withdraw the cali 
for the previous question; for if the committee were 
permiited to give their views, other members woald 
wich to reply, and there would be no knowing 
where the discussion and excitement would end. 
He therefore persisted in his demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

The call for the pievious question was then se- 
corded by the House, and the main question, on 
agreeing to the resolution of the committee, ordered 
to be put, 

Mr. FILLMORE, after observing that but few 
members were in their seats, moved a call of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion fora call ot 
ihe House could not be entertained after the pre- 
vious question had been ordered. 


At the request of several members, the resolu- 
tion wasread, es follows: 


Resolved, That Cuanites Naywor was daly elect- 
ed a member of the House of Representatives for 
the Twenty-sixth Congres:,‘rom the Third Congres- 
sional! District of Pennsylvania. 

There not being a full attendance of members, 
and it not being in order to movea call of the 
House, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought that, asthis was 

an important question, ihe better plan would be to 
adjourn, and take the vote ia the morning, when 
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there might be a full House. He therefore made 
that motion. 

Mr. WISE asked if the time when the mo‘ion 
was made (half past two) would be entered cn the 
journal. 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, by yeas and nayr, as follows: 

Y &AS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Black, Biack- 
well, Brewster, Burke, Clifford, Coles, Wm. R. 
Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dina, Davee, Dickerson, 
Dean, Doncen, Ear!, Eastman, Ely, Everett, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawes, Hill of North Carclina, Hillen, 
Hubbard,Jameson, Keim, Ki lle,Leadbetier, Leonard, 
Lowell, Marchand, Medill, Montgomery, 8S. W. 
Morris, Parrish, Parmen'er, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Rogers, Shaw, Tnomas Smith, Strong, Tay- 
lor, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, David D. Wagener, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Samp- 
son H. Bat'er, Join Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Connor, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, {Doe, Edwards, Evans, 
Fillmore, Fisher, Garland, Goggin, Goode, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Haw- 
kins, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, Jenifer, 
Chas. Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jenes, Kempshall, 
King, Lane, Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, McClure, 
McCulloch, McKay, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Miller, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Nisbet, Palen, 
Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Red, 
Ridgway, James Rogers, Russe|l, Saltonstall, Sa- 


muels, Sergeant, Albert Smith, Truman Smith, | 


Stanly, Steenrod, Siuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Wad¢dy Thompson, John B. Tnomp- 
son, Tillinghas!, Triplett, Trumbull, Uaderwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, John White, T. 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and Wise—111. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed, it was highly desira- 
ble that there should be a full attendance before the 
vote was taken, ard he hoped the House would 
consent to a call. 

The SPEAKER said that such a motion could 
beentertained only by genera! consent, as ii wasnot 
permttted by the ruler. 

And there being no objection, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that there be a call o! 
the House; which motion was seconded, and a call 
ordered. 

‘Che Crierx called the roll; when 194 member; 
answered to their names. 

The doors were then closed,and the Clerk direct- 
ed to call the names of the absenters. 

Mr. MASON moved that all further proceed- 
ings in the call be dispensed with, and on that mc- 
lon 

Mr. ATHERTON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and being taken were 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Alford, John 
W. Allen, Andrews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Bell, 
Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranstor, 
Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, John W. Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Doan, Doe, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Fillmore, Fisher, Gentry, Goggin, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Griffin, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Ha!!, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Hill ef North Carolina, Hoffman, Hubbard, Hnat, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Wil- 
liam Cos: Johnson, Cave Johnsen, Kempshall, 
King, Lane, Lincoln, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monrce, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Paynter, 
Peck, Pickens, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, 
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Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stasit, Sumpter, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tiip- 
lett, Trambull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Warren, Watierson, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, and Wise— 
115. 

NAYS—Mesrsrs. Atherton, Beatty, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Bynum,Clifford, W. R. Cooper, Cross, Dana, 
Tnomas Daves, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Dickerson, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, 
Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Goode, 
Hammond, Hard, John Hastings, Hillen, Hop- 
kins, James, Jameson, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, 
McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, ' Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip 
F. Thomas, Jaco’ Th-mpson, Toland, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and 
Henry Williams—66. 

So all further proceedings in the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

The resolution was again read; after which 

Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio moved to adjourn, bat 
the motion was negatived by tellers as follows: 
ayes 86. noes 106. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. WISE desired to know whether, in case the 
motion to lay on the table should prevail, the sitting 
member, Mr. Nayior, would not remain ia his 
seat. 

The SPEAKER said that weuld be the effect of 
the motion, should it prevail. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know whether, this 
being a privileged question, it cou!d not be again 
called up at any time. : 

The SPEAKER said it could. 

The motion to lay on the table was then with- 
drawn. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and decided in the affirmative by neas and nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, J. W. Allen, 
Andrews, Banks, Bsker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, 
Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, S. H. Butler, W. 
O. Batler, Calhoun, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbel!, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Cainr, 
Chittenden, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Cartis, Cushing, Edward Davies, John 
W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Del- 
let, Doe. Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fsher, Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goegin, 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8. Hestings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hiil of North Carolina, 
Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshal!, King, Lane, 
Lincoln, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Mocre, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randall, 
Rariden, Rayrer, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Staniy, Stivart, 
Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Tiillnghast, Toland, Triplett, Tram- 
bull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, J. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wintbrep, 
and Wise—116. 

NAYS—Messts. Atherton, Beatty, Blackwell, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Barke, Bynum, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, 
Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Dickerson, 
Poan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Ham- 
mond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 








| Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, 





Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Edw. Rogers. 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John 





Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Vanperpoel, D. D. Wagener 
Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Henry 
Williams— 85. 

So Mr. Naytor was declared to have been duly 
elected, and, as such, enti led toa seat until the 
clos» cf the present Congress. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Satourpay, January 16, 1841. 

Mr. YOUNG presented two pstilions of citizens 
of Illinois and lowa, praying the establishment of 
certain mail routes; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, praying fur an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the Washitta river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. 8. aleo presented the memorial of the same 
body, praying that inspectors of steamboats may 
be appointed for the rivers of the State of Arkan- 
sas; which was referred to{the Commitiee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of the 
Legislatare of Arkansas, asking that lands may be 
appropriated in lieu of those in the neighborhood of 
the salt springs owned by the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. F. also presented a memorial from the same 
bedy, in favor of the passage of a bill ceding the 
public lands to the States in which they lie, on cer- 
iain conditions. The condition: are similar to 
those prescribed by the amendment of Mr. Cat- 
noun, now under discussion. The memorial was 
read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of the 
Red River Railroad Company, praying a remission 
of duties on railroad iron; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial cf 
citizens of Luzerne county, Pa. praying the pas- 
sage ofa general bankrupt !aw; which, as a bill has 
been reperted, was Jaid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of ci- 
tizens of Jackson covnty, Michigan, praying the 
passage of ageneral bankrupt law; which was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Isaac 
Garrison; which was referred to the Commaittee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief 
of Jesse Carpenter; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill respecting the heirs of Ag- 
nes Dundas; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the memorial of M. 
M. Quackenboss, reported a bill to authoriz: the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make an arrangement 
or compromise with any of the sureties on bonds 
given to the United States by Samuel Swartwou', 
late collsctor of the customs for the port of New 
York; which was read, and ordeied to a second 
reading. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which was referred the bill 
for the relief of the Eag'!e Railroad and Lumber 
Company, reported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roa¢s 
and Canals, to which was referred the bill for the 
continuation of the Camberland read in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, reported the same 
withont amendment 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition and pa- 
pers of Gen. Thomas Nelson, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
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and the petition and papers of E. B. Sanders were 
permitted to be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill to amend the 
act entitled “An act supplementary to the act enti- 
tled ‘An act to amend the judicial system of the 
United States,’ reported the same without amend- 


ment. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky submitted the follow- 
jing resolutions, which were considered and agreed 


to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the plan of 
a permanent change in the tariff, the details and 
general principles of which he states, in his annual 
report of the 7th ultimo, he has considered, and on 
which he is ready to report, at any moment either 
House of Congress might express a wish to that 
effect. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
also directed to report, as soon as practicable, a 
plan of assessing the value of goods, wares, and 
m:ichandise in the ports of the United States in- 
stead of foreign countries. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committce on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the registering and enrolment of 
such foreign ships as shall be sold to American ci- 
tizens under the order or cecree of any court of 
the United States, made on process of law, though 
the same may not have been built in the U. S ates. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitied the following resolu- 
tion for consideration, which lays over: 

Resolved, That the Senate will proceed, on Mon- 
day next, at one o’cloc’, to elect a Sergeant-at- 
Arms in the place of Stephen Haight, esq. de- 
cea ed. 

SUGAR AND RUM DRAWBACKS, AND FISHING 
BOUNTIES AND ALLOWANCES. 

Mr. BENTON roce to submit a resolution in re- 
lation to drawbacks on exported refined sugar and 
rum, manufactured out of foreign materials, and 
in relation to the fishing bounties and allowances; 
and as it was a subject on which he had heretofore 
moved, and that frequently, without effect, he said 
he felt it to be incumbent upon him to give some 
reasons to the Senate for again venturing to trouble 
them with it. Undismayed by former miscar- 
riages, he would go on with his efforts, whether s'e- 
rile or successful, until the evils were cured, or un- 
til his Senatorial service ceased; and he felt very 
ceitain of making out a case for legislative inte:- 
ference, whether he succeeded in procuring it or 
not. His resolution embraced three points of 
abuse, and he would take then up singly, in order 
to present his remarks with more distinctness and 
precision. 

He began with the sugar drawback. Tle said 
it was now twelve years since our erroneous legis- 
Jation began on that point, and he had the fate or 
fortune at that time to point out the error and to 
predict its consequences. This was in the year 
1828, when the drawback on exported refined su- 
gar, without any increase of duty on the foreign ar- 
ticle out of which it was manufactured, was in- 
creased twenly per cent; that is to say, was raised 
from four cents to five cents a pound, the duty on im- 
ported brown sugar remaining at three cents a 
pound. ‘To this increase he then objected, on the 
ground that it wou'd restore more duty, in the 
shape of drawback, than had been paid on the im- 
ported sugar; that this excess of duly would be a 
naked bounty out of the Treasury on a manufac- 
tured article, and that the consequence would ke a 
great increase in the importation of foreign sugar, 
to the prejudice of the heme production, and a 
great increase in the amount of drawback paid, to 
the injury of the Treasury. These were the objee- 
tio.s which he made to the act of 1828, and the 
proof of their correctness was quickly forthcoming. 
The increase in the imports of brown sugar neariy 
doubled in five years; it rose from 50,000,000 of 
pounds to 90,000,000. The increase in the draw- 
backs excceded all calculation: it rose in three 
years from about $2,000 (io be precise, $2045) to 
$84,230! Such was the fruit of the fiisi error 
commitied in 1828. 


The second error was committed seven years 
ago; it was committed in the famous com- 
promise act of 1833. That act provided for a re- 
duction of duties on all imported articles, to he 
made periodically, and to be brought down in 1842 
to an ad valorem of 20 per centum, but it made no 
provision for a corresponding reduction of draw- 
backs, when the imported article was exported in 
a manufactured or altered shape. Looking upon 
this defect as an oversight in the framers of the 
bill, he ventured to propose an amendment to re- 
me 'y the omission, when the bill was before the 
Senate. He submitted an amendment; it was 
voted upon by the Senate, and rejected. Tne com- 
promise bill then went into operation, and gave in- 
creased vigor to the error of 1828. It increased the 
sugar imporiations in six years from near one 
hundred millions to neartwo hundred millions of 
pounds; and it increased the drawback from about 
$80.000 to upwards of $600,000. The amount paid 
in 1840 was $611,000; with an indication of inordi- 
nate increase—the amount of $75 000, being already 
drawn by asingle refiner (Woolsey) at a single city 
(New York) in the firs: ten days of the present year. 
As the sugar duty is now reduced 40 per cent. unter 
the compromise act, and the drawback was already 
too high by 20 per cent. under the act of 1828, it ful- 
lows that six-tenths of all the drawback on refined 
sngar exported jast year, was a naked bounty of 
the Treasury, in flagrant violation of the Constitu. 
tion, to the great enrichment of a few individnals, 
and to the deep injury cf the Treasury. Justice to 
the Constitution and the Treasury requires this 
evil to be stopped; it has certainly reached a point 
high enough to arrest the attention of the Legisla- 
ture, and to command aremedy. If it has not, it 
will by next year, when the drawback will become 
near'y all clear bounty—when near two millions of 
dollars will be required to pay it—when the whele 
sugar revenue of the Union will be inadequate to 
the payment—and when moneys mast be borrowed, 
or raised by other taxes, to meet the demand. 

The next article he would men ion was that of 
the rum drawback. It was small, in comparison 
to the drawback on sugar, but was sti'l an evil de- 
serving of legislative interposition. The error in 
this article began in the compromise act, anl had 
been running on since its passage. The amend- 
ment which he then offered, and which he had re- 
ferred to, was intended to embrace the rum, as well 
as the sugar drawback. It was rejected by the Se- 
nate; and consequently, as the duty on molasses 
went down, and the drawback remained stationary, 
a part of the drawback became clear bounty, and 
stimulated the distiller to earn more of it. The 
drawback on exported rum has, therefore, increased 
ten or twenty fold: it has risen from one or two 
thousand dollars to $22,000. The molasses duty 
being reduced about 40 per centum, itresulie! that 
four-tenths of this drawback was a naked bounty 
out of the Treasury; and to that extent was a viola- 
tion of the Constitation, as well asa pecuniary loss. 
After 1842, if nothing is done, four-fifths of this 
ram drawback wil be naked bounty. 

The third and last article which he took up was 
the fishing bounties and allowances. The erro- 
neous legislation on this point commenced, he said, 
in the year 1830, when the duty on salt was reduced 
one half (by two annual reluctions) and no corre- 
sponding reduction made in the fi:hing bounties and 
allowances founded upon that duty; and was con- 
tinued by the compromise act which provided for 
further periodical reductions of the salt tax with- 
out any corresponding reduction of the fishing 
bounties and allowances. He had attempted to 
expose this error, and to correct it, on both these 
occasions, but without success. No diminution of 
the fishing bounties and allowances could be ¢ ffeet- 
ed; consequently, they have been rising’while the 
duty has been going down. The duty on salt has 
sunk about two-thirds, say from 20 cents per 
bushel to about six; the fishing bounties have risen 
about one-third, that is to say, from about 
$220,000 to abont $330,000. Two-thirds of 
this sum ceases to be founded on the salt daty, 
consequently becomes a bounty act of the Treasury; 
and, like the excess in the sugar and rum draw- 
backs, becomes to that extent a gratuity from the 
Treasury, and an infraction of the Constitution. 





For ten years the Treasury has been paying this 
gratuity to the cod fisheries, beginning at about 
$100 000 of gratuity, and reaching last year about 
$220,000 of gratuity. This year it will be still 
larger; and in 1842, when the compromise has 
reduced the salt tax to an ad valorem of twenty per 
cent. the amount paid will be still increased, and 
nearly the whole will be a naked gratuity, and the 
Sali tax not sufficient to pay it. The tax, on our 
average importations of about one million of dol- 
lars’ worth, will be only $200,000; while the boun- 
lies and allowances, increasing as for some years 
past (and the temptation to increare becomes 
stronger every day) will be aboat $400,000. 
The spectacle will then be presented of aa 
entire nation taxed iu its salt for the sake of 
presenting the amount to few thousand fisher- 
men, and the product of the tax not being sufficient, 
other taxes must make up the deficiency. 

He said he had been raising his voice ‘‘solitary 
and alone” for years past, to wake up the Senate 
an! the country to the errors of our legislation in 
relation to the three poin's to which he now called 
atiention—the sugar drawback, the rum drawback, 
and the fishing bounties and allowances. He had 
been raising his voice solitarily to this effect: he had 
been standing almost alone up to the present time: 
but at last other veices had come to his assistanc>. 
The collector of the port at New York, (Mr. 
Hoyt,) pours into the Treasury Department a con- 
tinued succession of letters to show th: alarm- 
ing amounts of the sugar drawbacks, and 
the rapidity of their increase; the Secretary of 
the Treasury, (Mr. Woodbary,) both in his annnal! 
r-porton the finances, and ia a late recommenda- 
tion for the issue of five or six mi lions of Treasu- 
sury notes, hascalled the attention of Congress both 
to the sugar drawbacks and the fishing bounties 
and allowances; and has earnesily calle for some 
legisiative action to protect the Treasury from their 
heavy drains. The drains were indeed heavy, and 
might well make the Secretary begin to cry out. 
Taey were near a million of dollars last year, will 
pro’ably be near two millions next year, and three 
the year after if not arrested. Two thirds of what 
is now drawn, is upjasily and unconstitutionally 
drawn; as the duties increase this proportion in- 
creases, and ‘will soon be three-fourths or four- 
fifhs. Mr. Bexton then submitted his resolu- 
tion, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the drawbacks on refined sugar and rum, manufac- 
tured out of foreign materials, and exported,‘n pro- 
portion to the reduction which has taken place, and 
will take place,under existing laws,in the daties on 
imported sugar and molasse*; also of reducing the 
fishing bounties and allowances in proportion to 
the reduction which has taken place, and shall take 
place, under existing laws, in the duty on imported 
salt. 

The resolution was considered and agreed to, 

The following bilis were considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to encourage the introduction, and promote the 
cultivation, of tropical plants,” approved seventh 
July, 1833, 

The bill to confirm the survey and location cf 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, cast ot 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degree 
of norvh latitude. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the motion 
to recommit the bill mane by Mr. Caitrenpen. 

Mr. SOUTHARD resumed and concluded the re- 
marks commenced yesterday in opposition to Mr. 
CaLnoun’s ameadment, and in favor of thatof Mr. 
CRITTENDEN. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama then rose, and expressed 
his intention of submitting some remarks, but 
yielded to a general wish for adjowrnment, 

And the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satunpay, January 16, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked leave 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Charles J. Ingersoll be paid the 
mileage and perdem of a member of Congress up 
to the time that the case of the contested election 
between himseif and Cuartes Naytor, from the 
Third Congressional! District of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, was decided by the House. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspeusion of the 
rules, and thereupon called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut suggested to the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina the introduction of a 
clause providing for a deduction from the per diem 
allowance and mileage paid last session to Mr. In- 
gersoll for witnesses and taking testimony. If such 
aclause should! be inserted, he, Mr. S. would vote 
for the resolution. 

But the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
were then taken, and resulted—yeas 55, nays 85, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Atherion, Brewster, 
Brigg, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Campbell, 
Carroll, Chino, Clifford, William R. Cooper, Craig, 
Crockett, Dana, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doig, 
Earl, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Joseph Johnson, Kille, Lowell, Me- 
Clure, Marchand, Miller, Mon'tanya, Montgome- 
ry, Nisbet, Parrish, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Shaw, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swea- 
ringen, Sweney, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Vanderpoel, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Worthington—55. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Banks, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Blackwell, Boardman, Bund, Botts, 
Breckenridge, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, Chitienden, Connor, Cranston, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garre't Davis, Deberry, Dellet, 
Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fi'lmore, Garland, 
Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Green, 
Griffin, Grionell, Hall, Henry, Hill of N. C. Hop 
kins, Hubbard, James, Charles Johns'on, Cave 
Johnson, Kempshal!, King, Lucas, McCarty, Mc- 
Clellan, McKay, F. Mallory, Marvin, Mason, 
Morgan, C. Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Peck, Prof- 
fit, Randall, Kariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Sergeant, Simonton, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Thos. Smith, Stuart, Tay- 
lor, Waddy Thompscn, John B. Thompson, Til 
linghast, Toland, Trambull, Turney, Watteison, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Winthrop, and Wise—85. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. PROF FIT asked leave to introduce a reso- 
lation calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury 
for information as to what particular appropriations 
that officer is of opinion may be dispensed with 
during the present year. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a suspension of the rules; 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee of Elections, 
on leave, reported a resolution authorizing the pay- 
meat to Mr, Carl:sle, clerk of the committee, an 
extra compensation of $2 per day for the great la- 
bor he was compelled to perform at the last ses- 
sion. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, the reso- 
lation was laid on the table. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bills entitled 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller an 
Henry Stone; and 

An act for the relief of Lieutenant Jchn E. 
Cispham; 
which were severally read a first and second time, 
and committed to a Committee of ihe Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

On metion of Mr. GIDDINGS, the Commit ee 
of Claims was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petitions of George Fi-her, William 
B. Whitehead, James Pennoyer, S. B. Tuck, Dr. F. 
Weedan, Lavina York, George W. Walton, 
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dered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
of Claims, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Dallam and Hamburg; which was ordered 
to lie upon the table. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back to the House without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled “An act to refund to 
Noah Miller and others a part of the proceeds of the 
sale of the British sloop Mary and cargo, which 
were captured by them, and libelled and sold for 
the benefit of the United States; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whcle on the State of the 
Union. 

Mr. WINTHROP, from the same commitiee, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Eldridge; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the ship Lex- 
ington, of Nantucket; and 

A bill for the relief of the schconer Joseph, of 
Wareham; 
which were severally read a first and second time, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to amend an act to ex- 
tend the limits of the port of New Orleans, passed 
on the 9th day of February, 1837; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. H. also made an unfavorable report on 
the memorial of merchants and ship owners of 
Richmond and Petersburg, in the State of Virginia, 
in favor of a marine hospital at City Point; which 
report was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution, which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the 
annual report of the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, together with the maps, be printed 
for the use of the House: Provided, The same 
plates can beused, upon which the same m:ps 
furnished the Senate have been printed, and with- 
cut any additional expens: for engraving. 

Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported 
a billto amend aa act entitled ‘‘An act to antho- 
rize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to settle the claims to the vacant and unappro- 
priated lands within the same,” pas-ed the 18ta day 
of April, 1806 

After some remarks by Messrs CAVE JOHN- 
SON, WISE, MONTGOMERY, and LEWIS 
WILLIAMS, the bil!, with certain amendments, 
by general consent, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS, from the Select Com- 
mittee appointed on the 3lst December ultimo, to 
which was referred the letter from Jonn C. Rives, 
one of the firm of Brain & Rives, &c. made the 
following report: 

The Select Committee to which was referred 
the letter of John C. Rives, one of the Printers to 
this House, dated the 3lst ultimo, and the memo- 
rial of Hugh A. Garland, Clerk to this House, 
dated the 4th instant, both communica'ions refer- 
ring to a controversy between the parties as to the 
powers of the Clerk to control the bindiog of Con- 
gressional documents and the printing of the spe- 
cial orders of the House, have given to the sabject 
that attention which it seemed to demand, and now 
ask leave to report: 

In the first paragraph of Mr. Rives’s letter, com- 
plaint is made that the Clerk had not sent al! the 
printing ordered by the House to Bla'r and Rives, 
as Printers to this body. The Clerk, under some 
examplesto be found in the practce of this body 
within the last few years, felt authorized to con- 
tract with others than the Printers elect to this 
House, for such items of printing as were ordered 
by the special act of this body. Under this prac- 
tice the Clerk felt himself at liberty to give to Mr. 
Langtree the printing of an index to the reports 
and documents ordered to be prepared in the year 
1837, but which was not ready for the press until 
the last season. Itis !o the printing of this docu- 
ment that Mr, Rives refers in the first part of 
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and William Clendening; which reports were or- | his let'er. The committee have examined, for both 
the law and the precedents to justify this transfer of 


printing to others than the public Printers; and af. 


ter proper investigation, are ccmpelled to the cog. 


clusion that all the printing to be executed by the 
order of the House, of right belongs to the Printers 
elected by it; and thst no special order of the House 
to the Clerk to have executed a particular item of 
printing, can in any manner vitiate the claim of the 
public Printer to execute such work. For example 
if, by,the contract between this House and the 
public Printers, the House has the right to de- 
mand the execution of such work of its Prin- 
ters, they (ihe Printers) are in retarn entitled 
to receive it, if they desire it: and that such obliga. 
tion Coes rest upcn the Printers, is manifest from 
the fact that the condition of their bond (given for 
the faithful performance of their duty) expressly 
declares that “if they shall well and faithfully exe. 
cute ali the printing, &c.”—which shows conclu. 
sively their obligation to perform all such service 

and also shows, in the estimation of the committee 

the right to receive all the printing ordered by thi 

House. The committee, however, beg leay 

to state, that as the printing of the index ree 
ferredto, isin a state of forwardness at the cffice- 
of Mr. Langtree, it should remain to be completed 
by him, according to the terms of the contract made 
by the Clerk with Mr. L. for the execution of that 
work. The committee have made this suggestion 
without compromitting the principle which they 
have laid down, as to the claim of the public Printer 
to do all the printing, because the committee are 
not advised thet ever that dccument has been or- 
cered to be printed. 


Upon the subject of binding the committee have 


searched in vain for any legal provision in relation 
to the matter. Until within the last twelve or four- 
teen years, little or no binding had been ordered by, 


or was executed for, Congre:s; and during that pe- 


riod it has always been executed either directly or 


indirectly Ly the Printers to the House, as appears 
both by testimony given to the committee, and 
the archives of the Clerk’s office. 

Your committee do not assume the position that 
binding constitutes any partof the businessof a 
printer, or that itis even germain to that avoca- 
tion; in fact, it is in evidence before us, that print- 
ing and binding are distinct and separate branches 
of business, and usual pursued as such. WNotwith- 
standing, your commitiee are of opinion the prac- 
tice which has obtained forthe last twelve years 
should be adhered to, until Congressional legisla- 
tion shall specifically assign this duty to some ex- 
ecutive officer of the House, or provide for its ex- 
ecution in such mode or manner as may be 
thought most expedient. In order to show that the 
binding has been considered as a perquisite to the 
public printing, it is only necessary to refer to the 
reports made at the last session of Congress by a 
selectcommiltee, and the dcbate connected with 
them. 

The following conclusions are submitted as the 
result of the deliberations of the committee: 

First. That there is nothing in the character of 
the controversy, or the evidence submitted, to im- 
ply censure upon either of the parties, but seems to 
have been the result of a misapprehension of the 
legitimate sphere of their respective duties. 

Sceond. That, by existing laws, all the priating 
ordered by the House should be executed by the 
public Printer. 

Third. That, in accordance with the usage of 
the last twelve years, in the absence of any legal 
provisions, the binding of such documents as 
he may print should be executed by the public 
Pi inter as an incident to the printing. 

The committee ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JNO. W. DAVIS, Chairman. 

The report was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: 

1, From the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with the provisions of 
the act of Congress, passed the 3d March, 1809, 
First. A statement of sach officers as have not 








rendered their accounts within the year, or have 
balances unaccounted for, advanced one year prior 
to the 30:h September, 1840. Second. A statement 
of accounts in his office which have remained un- 
settled, cr on which balances appear to have been 
due more than three years prior to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840. Third. An abstract of money ad- 
vanced prior to the 3d of March, 1809, on the 
books of the late Accountant of the War Depart- 
ment, and which remained to be accounted for on 
the books of his office on the 30th of September, 

1840. 

9, From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report in answer to a resolution of the 
House of the 16th of December ultimo, as to what 
subordinate custom-house officers have been dis- 

nsed with within the period of two years last 
past, and what had been the rate of compensation 
previously paid te such officers for their services, 
and also relative to the erection of custem-houses 
in New York and Boston. 

3. From the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of balances on the books 
of the Register of the Treasury which have remain- 
ed unsettled for three years prior to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840, made in obedience to the act passed 
3d March, 1817. 

4. From the Secretary of War, transmitting, in 
compliance with the fifth section of the act of the 
3d of March, 1809, a report of the Third Auditor, 
showing the expenditure of the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment during the year 1840. 

5. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmi'- 
ting, in compliance with the ninth section of the 
act of 20th April, 1818, a statement showing the 
names of the clerks employed during the year 1840 
in the offices of the Secretary cf the Navy and the 
Navy Commissioners resprc'ively, the time each 
clerk was actually employed, and the sum paid to 
each. . 

The above communications were severally laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The Senate bill entitled, “An act supplementary 
to the act entitled, An act for the discontinuance of 
the office of surveyor general in the several dis- 
tricts, so soon as the surveys therein can be com- 
pleted, for abolishing land offiees under certain cir- 
cumstances, and for other purposes,” approved June 
12, 1840, was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of ihe Whole on the private bilis on the ca- 
lendar. 

After some time spent therein, the following 
bills now reported, with an amendment, striking 
out the enacting clause. 

A bill for the relief of Nothaniel Goddard and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
santatives of Don Carlos de Villemont. 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Smith. 

Also, the following bills, without amendment: 

A bill toincorporate the Washington City Bene- 
volent Society. : 

A bill for the relief of Sarah H. B. Stith and 
children. 

A bill for the relief of W. B. Winston. 

A bill for the relief of Etizabeth Jones and others. 

A bill for the relief of Thompson Hatchinson. 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrott. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Job Halsey. 

Without coming to any decision thereon, 

The following bills, reported without amend- 
ment, were then taken up by the House, and order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of W. B. Winston. 

A bill for the relief Elizabeth Jones and others, 

A bill for the relief Thompson Hutchison. 

A bi'l for the relief of Esther Parrot. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Don Carlos ce V:llemont was next 
taken up, and the amendment of the commitiee, 
striking out the enacting clause, concuried in. 

The question then being on agreeing with the 
amendmen! of the committtee, striking out the 
enacting clause of the bill for the relief of Natha- 
niel Goddard and others,the yess and nays were or- 
dered, when the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 18, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
frcm the Secretary of the Treasury, communicating 
a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in reply to a resolution submitted some 
time since by Mr. Cray ot Kentucky, in relation to 


the sales of the public lands, which have been for | 


several designated periods of time liable to sale at 
public entry; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY subsequently moved that one thou- 
sand additional copies should be printed; which, 


after some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, KING, 


and CLAY of Kentucky, was agreed to. 
AMERICAN WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 

The PRESIDENT also submitted a report from 
the Secretary of the Navy in reply to a resolution 
submitted by Mr. Benton, some days since, in re- 
lation to the nse of American water-rotied hemp 
in the navy of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the report be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval®Affairs. 


Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his gratification || 
that the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benren) had | 


intreduced this subject to the attention of the Se- 
nate and the country. He himself, a number of 
years ago, had procured some hemp to be water- 
rotted in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, the 
p'ace of his residence, and to be sent to the navy 
yard in Philadelphia. 
b2 fully equal, it not superior, to the best Russian 
hemp. The process of water-rotting had, however, 
been abandoned, in that county, in consequence 
chiefly of an impression that it was unhealthy. 

Mr. Myerle had written him several letters on 
this important subject. That gentleman, with a 
perseverance and energy which deserved all praise, 
had introduced extensively in Kentucky the process 
of water-rotting. He had conquered the prejadi- 
ces which heretofore existed against it, 
had, as he states, demonstrated that it was 
not unhealthy. This was a most expensive ope- 
ration, in which he had risked his all; and he had 
thus rendered great service to his country. Why 
should we be dependent upon foreign nations for 
the article of water-rotted hemp, which is essential 
both to our navy, and to our merchant service? Mr. 
Myerle had demenstrated that our countrymen 
could supply this article in abundanee. He had 
sent Mr. B. a specimen of his hemp, which had 
been submitted to those who were judges of the 
articl-, and had been pronounced equal to the best 
Russia hemp. 

After Mr. Myerle bad emba'ked his all in this 
business, it would be highly unjust to deprive him 
of the benefit of his exertions. The Navy De- 
partment, according to the existing laws, wor ld be 


bound to grant the contract for American water rot- | 


ted hemp to the lowest bidder. It might thus happen, 
and Mr. Myerle was apprehensive it would happen, 
that some individual, taking advantage of the kaow- 
ledge acquiréd by his toils and exertions, might un- 
derbid him a trifling amount, and thus impose 
upon him sll the labor and expense of introducing 
the process of water-rotting hemp, whilst all the 
advantages would result to another. 
was no more than strict justice that the Department 


should be authorized to contract with Mr. Myerle | 


for a reasonable quantity of hemp at a fair price, 
without advertising for other bidders. 

He was glad that the Senator from Missouri had 
moved in this business, as it could not be under bet. 
ter auspices. 

The motion to printand refer was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of 
any bankrupt Jaw which does not contain a provi- 
sion including banks; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Perrysburg, Ohio, in favor of the passage 
on general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial of 
citizens of Connecticut, praying the passage of a 


general bankrupt law; which was laid on the ta- 
ble, 


After trial, it was found to | 


and | 








He thought it | 
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Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, to which was referred the memorials of the 
branch pilots of New York and New Orleans, re- 
ported a bill to repeal an act concerning pilots, ap- 
proved March 2, 1837; which was read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, reported a joint resolation for the relief of 
Langtree and O’Sallivan; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the petitions of Caleb Eddy. 
and George W. Jcnes, made unfavorable reports 
thereon. After some remarks from Mr. KNIGHT 
and Mr. KING, the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice that tce-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
satisfying outs'anding claims to military bounty 
land warrants. 

Mr. PIERCE gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill relating to judi- 
cial courts for the district of New Hampshire. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
numerous sbipmasters and others in the port of 
New Orleans, praying a slight modifica'ion of the 
laws relating to pilots, passed March 2, 1837; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The resolution submitted on Saturday last by 
Mr. Tappan to go into an election of Sergeant-at- 
Arms, was, on Mr. T’s motion, laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky submitted the follow- 
ing resolu ion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
furnish the Senate with a statement, showing in 
tabular form the lands, the titles for which were 
closed under the relief laws of 3lst March, 1830, 
and 25th February, 1831, giving the numbers ef 
acres in each district which were sold at and uoder 
$5 per acre; from $5 to $10 per acre; from $10 to 





| $15; from $15 to $20; from $20 to $30; from §30 


to $49; from $40 to $50; from $50 to 60; from $60 
to $70; fron $70 to $80; from $80 to $90; from $90 
to $100; and $100 and upwards per acre; the 
amounts paid onsuch sales respectively and for- 
feited; the rates at which such sa'e: were closed per 
acre; also, the grocs amountof Jands patented un- 
der each of there two laws in each district; the 
amounts in gross for whic. they were originally 
sold, the gross amounts paid on them and forfeited; 
and the gross amounts finally received for them. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to encourage the introduction, and promote the 
cultivation, of tropical plants,” approved seven ha 
July, 1838; and 

The bli to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, east of 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degrees 
of north latitude; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief Gregoire Sarpy, or his 


| legal representatives, was considered as in commit- 


tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


| third reading. 


The bill making certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office was taken up, and after being ex- 
plained by Mr. STURGEON, 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out an appro- 
priation for collecting agricultural statistics, which 
he advocated at some length. The motion was op- 
posed by Mr. STURGEON, Mr. WALKER, and 
Mr. PRENTISS; and, it being one o’clock, on mo- 
tion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic Jands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log-cabin thereon, beng the special 
order of the day, was taken up, the question being 
on the amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the 
motion to recommit the bill made by Mr. Carrrzn- 
DEN. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama addressed the Senate at 
mach length in favor of the original bill and the 
amendment of Mr. CaLuoum, and in opposition to 
the substitute proposed by Mr, Caitrenpen, 
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On motion by Mr. WHITE, who intimated his 
intention of speaking on the subject, the bill was 
informally passed over; and 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, 

The Senate went into Executive ses:ion. 

° And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 18, 1841. 

Mr. CHINN, on leave, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, introduced two bills, viz: 

A bill to revive an act entitled ‘An act to autho- 
rive the inhabitants of the State of Louisiana w en- 
ter the back lands,” and 

A bill to unite the southeastern land district, and 
that of the district west of Pearl river, and east 
ef the Island of New Orleans; and to form a new 
district thereof, and for other purposes; 
which were severally read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Commitiee on Public Lands, 

The special order of the day being the conside- 
ration of the 


TREASURY NOTE BILL, 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re: 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Apvams in the chair,) and 
took up said bill; which was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House cf Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to te 
issued for such sum or sums as the exigencies of 
the Government may reguire, tut nct exceeding 
the sum of five millions of dollars of this emission 
outstanding at any one time—to be reimbursed in 
the Jast quarter of the year, if the condition of the 
Treasury will permit it—and to be issued under 
the limitations and other provisions contained in 
the act entitled “An act to author ze the issuing cf 
Treasury notes,” approve! the twelfth day of Oc- 
tober, 1837, and as m dified by an act entitled 
“‘An act additional to the act on the subj-ct of Trea 
sury notes,” approved the 3Ist day of March, 1840, 
except that this law shall expire in one year from 
and after its passage. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, said: 

I propose, Mr. Chairman, very briefly, to ascign 
to the commiltce the reasons which appear to me 
to render the passage of this bill necessary an! 
proper; and if it shall appear that the means asked 
are really reqaired to enable the Government punc- 
tually to meet its numerous pecuniary obligations, 
and to maiaiain, unbroken, its faith, it would ap- 
pear to me, that no other reason need be assigned 
to entitle it to the favorable consideration of the 
committee. And, however we may differ among 
ourselves as to the mode in which relief should be 
furnished, it is, 1 am sure, an object which is very 
near the heart of every representative of the people, 
to save the Government of his own choice from the 
degradation into which it must necessarily sink, 
should that relief, which is really necessary, be 
withheld. 

A careful examination of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury upon the state of the finances, 
sabmitied to Congress at the commencement of its 
present session, must, I think, satisfy every one, that 
this measure is not rendered necessary, and con:e- 
quently is not intended to provide for any perma- 
nent deficiency which is expected to exist in the re- 
venue of the Government at the close of the year, 
fer if he be right in his estimates of receipts for the 
year, and the appropriations be kept within the es- 
timates submitted, the receipts for 1841 will be saf- 
ficient to discharge as well all ordinary expenditures, 
as those paris of the outstanding debt, funded or un- 
funded, which may become due. But it is in‘end- 
e1s9 to use the credit of the Government as to an- 
ticipate, and that for a short time only, the revenue 
of the Government; for it must be obvious, that 
thrown, as the receipts and expenditures are, most 
unequally, upon different periods of the year, 
while the receipts for the whole year may be amply 
sufficient, they:may not, and probably will not, be 
realized in time to meet the liabilities as they are 
expected to arise. It is not common that the Go 
vernment realizes its heaviest receip's until the 
third quarter of the year; produced principally by 
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the fall importations of woolens, on which cash 
duties are paid, which are immediately available. 

The revenue for the first quarter of the year, ex- 
clusive of the balance in the Treasury on the first 
day of January, 1841, is estimated at $3,500,000. 
The liabilities of the Government during the same 
period are estimated at $5 430,000, as will more 
fully appear by reference to the fellowing state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures for the first quar- 
terof 1841. 


A. 
Estimates for the first quarter of 1841, ending March 3\st. 
{ RECBIPTS. 

From duties, ee large drawbacks and refunding 
under new judicial decisions, unless the law is speedily 
amended, not over - : - - - $3,000,000 

From sales of lands, unless the banks resume specie 





payments immediately, not over . 450,000 
From miscellaneous sources, and from indebted 
banks, if further time is given to those in Natchez, 
and the United States Bank pays its balance, as ex- 
pected, to a special object, dant for general pur 
poses, about - : - . . . 50,000 
$3,500,000 
2. EXPENDITURES. 
Ordinary ones, including pensions, session of Con- 
gress, and usual number of private acts - $4,500,000 
District Cebt to Holland, principal first instalment 
and interest : . - : 80,000 
Fishing bounties, either out of the Treasury, or re 
served from the accruing revenue “ - 300,000 
Most of the expenses for taking the census - - 550,000 
$5,430,000 


So that if an available balance be kept in the 
Treasury, and the receipts for the first quarter of 
the year be realized, they will not be sufficient to 
meet the expenditures by one million nine hundred 
and thirty thousand dollars; and when you shall 
have applied the whole of the estimated balance in 
the Treasury on the first day of January, eighteen 
bandred and forty-one, if it were all available, and 
coulc be so applied, there would still be a defi- 
ciency of three hundred and twenty-nine thousand 
one handred and forty-five dol.ars. But it is not 
all available, and cannot, therefore, be so applied. 
I say it is not all available, because one hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars due from the bank at 
Natchez, and included in the estimated balance, has 
nol, as was expected, been paid; nd not more than 
five or six hundred thousand dollars of the balance 
is in the eastern portion of the Union, where it 
could be made available in time to mect the heavy 
demands which have been already adverted to, and 
where three-fourths of the expenditures are re- 
quired. The balance is in the land offices to the 
West, in the mints, and other smaller depositories, 
some seventy or cighty in number, scaitered over 
the whole country. 1 might also add that the con- 
struction given to the tariff Jaws by the courts of 
the United States, which almost daily cause heavy 
amounts of duties to be refunded, and the draw- 
backs on refined sugars, and other articles, have 
contributed in no small degree to lessen the receip's 
from daties on foreign importations. But as no le- 
gislation could correct the mischief in time to afford 
seasonable relief, the committee have reporied this 
bill. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, as I promised, very 
briefly presented to \ou a statement of the estima- 
ted liabilities of the Treasury for the first quarter of 
the year, with its means for meeting those liabilities, 
from which I think it must manifestly appear that 
temporary provision at any rate is required at the 
hands of Congress. I havealso pointed the committee 
to seme of the causes which produce that deficiency. 
I am aware, sir, that it may be argued, that this 
this deficiency is not temporary merely, but yer- 
manent; and gonsc quently that provision should be 
made not for a tesnpotary, but for a permanent 
deficiency in the Treasury. If such an assump- 
tion be well founded, the conelusion I admit would 
follow. But is the position, that the deficiency is 
permanent, a sound one? And in deciding the 
quesiion, we should look to the most authentic 
sources of information within ovr reach. Now, sir, 
to whom should®Congress ani the country look for 
information upon this important subjec'? Why, 
it weuld seem to me, to that officer whose station 
opens to him every avenue of information; and 
whose daty charges him with the general super- 
intendence and management of the financial af- 
fairs of the country—the Secretary of the Treasu- 





ry. Hence it is, that he is required to submit es- 
timates both of the revenue and expenditures of 
the Government. He has hitherto been looked to 
and properly I think, to furnish Congress informa. 
tion upon all subjects relating to the finance: 
This duty he has performed at the commencement 
of the present session of Congress. I beg leave to 
refer to his annual report. (Document Number 
three, page seven)—he says: 

“It may be stated, from the best data in possession of this 


Department, that the receipts, under the existing | i 
bably be as follows: inner 


From customs, : $19,000,000 
From lands, - . : ? 3,500,000 
From miscellaneous 80,000 


Add the expected balance in the Treasnry availa- 
ble on the Ist January next, - . - 1,580,855 
The aggregate of ordinary means for the next 

year would then be, - - : . 

There will be nothing more, either of principel 
or interest, due from banks, which is likely to be 
made available, except about : ° ; 

A power will exist, under the act of 3lst March, 
1840, to issue Treasury notes till a year from its 
passage expires, but notto make the whole emis- 
sion outstanding atany one time exceed five mil- 
lions of dollars. 

This will furnish additional means, equal to the 
computed amount which can be issued at the close 
of the present year, being about - : : 342.618 


$24,160,355 


220,000 


Hence, there may be added from these several 
sources so much asto make the whole means for the 
next year - : . . - - 

On the other hand, the expenditures for 1841, for 
ordinary purposes, if Congress make no reduction 
in the appropriations requested by the different De- 
partments, are estimated at ° - 


24,723,473 


19,250,000 
This would leave a balance in the Treasury at 
the close of the year equal to : : 5,473,473 
Butcertain payments must also be made on ac 
count of the funded and unfunded debt, unless Con- 
gress authorize contracts to be formed for extending 
the time of their payment. ‘Thus there will be re- 
quired: 
On account of the funded debt, chiefly for the ci- 
ties of*this District - : - - 
For the redemptiof of Treasury notes, if all the 
others be issued, which can be under the present 
law, as then the amount returned within A. D. 1841, 


149,200 








will probably not exceed : ° - 4,500,000 
$4,649,200 
Estimated balance in the Treasury at the close of 
the next year, after all payments whatever 


- $824,273 


I think, sir, that I must have succeeded in de- 
monstrating, from data which is au'hentic, and the 
best within my reach: 

Ist. That the resources of the Government for 
the year are not only suffici:nt to meet its liabilities 
foi the year, including the redemption of $4,500,000 
of Treasury notes now ou'standing, and the pay- 
ment of that portion of the public debt, funded and 
unfunded, which will fall due; bat that there will 
be a balance in the Treasury at the end of the year, 
of $824,273. 

2d. That such are the inequalities between the 
receipts and expenditures as to render temporary 
relief necessary in the first quarter of the year; and 
itis to guard the Treasury against these inequali- 
ties and fluctuations between the receipts and ex- 
penditures, that the present measure has been in- 
troduced. 

That some measure calcu'ated to obviate the dif- 
ficulties arising from these causes was to have been 
expected, appears to me almost too obvious to re- 
quire commen’. I will refer the committee to 
pages 2, 10, and 11 of the Secretary’s report; and I 
do this as an act of justice to a faithful public of- 
ficer. The Secretary says: 


“Previous to the close of the year, should Congress pags sny 
new appropriations which may be immediately expended, an ad- 
ditional charge to that extent will thus be im on 1840; and 
if amounting to any considerable sum, it might prudently be ac- 
companied by some provision of new means sufficient for ils 
payment.” 

Again he says: 

“It will be observed, however, that though, under either of 
these arrangements, enough might be obtained, within the whole 
of 1841, for the ane con‘emplated, yet not a due or sufficient 
proportion in the first quarter; because by that time all the mea- 
sures are not likely to go into full operation, nor much of the an- 
ticipated increase to happen in the actual receipts of duties un- 
der existing laws. Unusually heavy expenses will also fall on 
that quarter in the next year. In addition to a full portion 
of most of the current ex and the whole pension 


payments for the first half of the year, and one third of a mil- 
lion or more for all the annual fishing bounties, there will be 
imposed on it most of the charges for the whole year connect 

with the session of Conzress and private bills, as well as large 
payments for taking the census, and for the first instalment of 
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the debt of this District; several of them as early even as the 


68 any oa cincuminantes, and the considerations that all 
which is due from the banks may not be then paid, and that the 
balance in the Treasury, under the policy adopted by Congress 
ef late years, will of necessity be small, while the fluctuations 
and inequalities are very great between the — and exper- 
ditures in different portions of the year, to whic 

stantly expe from causes that have on former occasions 
been explained at length, it must be obvious that entire safety 
requires a itional power to be seasonably conferred on the 
Executive to obtain at apy time within 1941 such subsidiary 
means as may be needed for a few months, and as may be sufii- 
cient to enable the Treasury punctually to discharge, during 
that year, all the liabilities imposed by Congress.’ 

] am aware, sir, that we may be told the esti- 
mates are not to be relied upon; that those of the 
last year greally exceeded the revenue of the year; 
bat still they are mere estimates, based upon data 
which has hitherto furnished the ru'e that has go- 
veroed the course both of the Secretary ard of Con- 
gress; and from which I am not disposed to depart, 
unless I shall be satisfied that they are founded in 
error. And fortunate indeed will he be who will 
be enabled to make a tolerably near approach to 
exactness in these times of derangement in the mo- 
netary affairs of the country, when embarrassment 
seems to have spread a'most over the whole land, 
and when revulsion succeeds revulsion in such ra- 
pid suecession. 

It is known to every gentleman, that the foreign 
commerce of the country constitutes the chief basis 
of the revenue of the General Government; and, 
with a knowledge of this fact, who can be at a loss 
for an explanation of the extraordinary diminution 
which has occurred in the revenue from customs 
during the last year? Who could have anticipated 
a falling off in the imports of more than fifty-seven 
millions of dollars?—the impor's in 1839 (if Lam 
right in my recollection) rising to more than 
$160,000,000, and sinking in 1840 to less than 
$105,000 000. We also know that the principal 
sources of Our present 1evenue are sensibly affect- 
ed by ductuat'ons, not only in commercial prospe- 
rity, but in the crops and in the banking policy and 
credit systems, both of our own country and of 
foreign nations; and the influence of these causes 
seems to become yearly more changeable and un- 
certain in its extent. Let those gentlemen who 
rely upon this ground of objection turn their atten- 
tion to the year 1816—a time of profound peace— 
when there was a falling off in the regular receipts 
from duties from nine millions of dollars, in one 
quarter, to only three in the next; and in the sales 
of the public lands, trom twenty-four millions of 
dollars, in 1836, or an amount over half of all re- 
ceived in the previous forty years, to Jess than 
three millions in 1838. In Michigan, alone, the 
sale of the public lands, in 1836, exceeded five mil- 
lions of dollars. They fell in 1838 to $154,284; 
and in Mississippi, where, in 1835 and 1836, they 
exceeded three millions each year, they fell in 1838 
to only $96,636. These extraordinary fluctuations 
result, in part, from the vacillating character of 
the sources from which our revenue is deiived. 
But most of them are evils inseparable from the 
periodical contractions and expansions incident to 
the present defective system of banking, in a coun- 
try so fuil of enterprise as ours, with such freedom 
in pursuits, such facilities of intercourse, and such 
strong temptations to rash speculation. I refer to 
these facts for the purpose of showing how difficult 
it is for any man, with even the best means of in- 
formation before him, to arrive at any thing like 
exactness, under the circumstances in which the 
country is placed. 

But, sir, I will not anticipate objections. If the 
estimates are to be regarded, it appears to me, that 
with a sufficiency of accruing revenue daring the 
year to meet the current expenses of the year, there 
will certainly be a deficiency to meet them during 
the firet quarter, and possibly for a longer period; 
certainly for a longer period, unless timely provi- 
sion be made by Congress; and the question arises, 
as to what is the best mode of farnishing the relief 
required. I know, sir, that much diversity of opi- 
nionfexists among the members of this House on 
this subject. I know that it has been so on all previous 
occasions, when similar measures have been intro- 
duced. The friends of the measure, regarding the 
deficiency in the Treasury as merely temporary, 
propose to anticipate for a short time only, the re- 
venue of the Government, which cannot be received 
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in time to meet its liabilities as they may arise. 
Genilemen sianding opposed to us, regarding the 
deficiency not as temporary, but permanent, will in 
all probability propose on this occasion, what has 
been before proposed in similar ca:es—to make per- 
manent provision for it by contracting a loan; and 
thus, in all probability, lay the foundation for a per- 
manent national debt. I need scarce say to you, 
sir, that I am opposed to a permanent national debt, 
unless demanded by circumstances of overruling 
necessity. Whether the deficiency now to be pro- 
vided for, be temporary or permanent, must be 
judged of by us from the best information within 
our reach; that a deficiency exists has, I think, 
been clearly showa by the documents referred to; 
and that it is temporary mere'y, we have the autho- 
rity of the Secretary of the Treasury, whose report 
points us distinctly to the means deemed by bim 
sufficient to meet all the charges upon the Treasury 
during the year; and in this view of the question 
we are called upon to determine whether it would 
be best to issue Treasury notes or negotiate a loan; 
the one mode will afford prompt and speedy relief, 
the other may nol; One is certain, the other uncer- 
tain; the one is within our grasp, the other beyond 
our ccentrol. 

But it has been shown, that in whatever form 
the relief asked for may be furnishea, such is the 
conditicn of the Treasury as to require that it 
should be speedily provided; such are the pressing 
demands upon it at this time, and so large the 
amount to be provided by the 4th of March, when 
more than $1,000,000 for pensions will be payable, 
that if there was a certainty of precuring the 
amount by a loan, the delay to which the officer 
charged with the subject would be subjected in 
giving notice, advertising, receiving sealed propo- 
sals, and negotiating the lean, would, in all probabi- 
lity, postpsne it io a period too remote to meet the 
exigency against which it is inteaded to guaid. In 
the face of these difficultier, it does appear to me 
both wise and politic, to adopt the measure pro- 
posed, which has hitherto proved effectual to furnish 
in the most convenient form, and in the speedie:t 
possible manner, the contemplated relief. 

But is it certain that a loan could be negotiated 
ata!l? To my mind it appears excecding!y dc ubt- 
ful. Now, sir, let it be borne in mind, that frem 
the most authentic data, the deficiency to be pro- 
vided for, is temporary merely, and not permanent: 
it is expected io be reimbursed at the close of the 
present ycar; andif this beso, there certainly can 
exist no sufficient reason why we should borrow 
for a longer period, since it would impose upon the 
Government the obligation of paying interest upon 
a debt, which its wants would not require. The 
question then recurs, could you be likely to nego- 
tiate a loan for so short a period? The capi- 
talist, I presume, in making his investments 
of money, would look first to the security of 
the investment itself; and, secondly, to the time 
for which it is to continue—ard hence that an in- 
vesiment in Government securilies extending 
through a series of years, would perhaps be more 
desirable than any other; but the fact, that it 
would be redeemed within a year, would strip 
from it all its attractions, since the capitalist to 
whom the Government would look to take the 
loan, would, in all probability, have to sell out 
his stock in the funds, or draw in his money se- 
cured by trust deeds aud mortgages: for! presume 
that no judicious capitalist would ever keep a very 
large amount of money locked up idle in his desk, 
when it could be judiciously invested. And what 
prudent man would be willing to change these se- 
curities for such a conlingency as this? It were 
idle to expect it. 

Again, can you certainly rely upon procurirg 
the amount required, by a lozn, upon reasonable 
terms, at a time when the people are in debt, 
a _— of this Union in debt, aud nations are in 

ebt 

The next resort would be to the banks. Should 
ed to procure it from that quarter. Remember we 
may possibly want $5,000,000, and that ia specie, 
or its equivalent, convertible paper, if there be 
any such thing. Why, sir, we know that the 
banks are now, as they have been for nearly three 
years, unable to redeem their own notes in specie, 
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And although the time is at hand,when by the enact- 
ments of the Legislatures of States, they are re- 
quired to resume specie payments, the strong pro- 
bability ir, that they wall either not resume, oF if 
they do, that it wiil be followed very quickly by 
another suspension. At any rate it would, in the 
present crippled condi ion ef the banks, be a very 
unsale reiance. 

But pass this bill and it opperates directly to re- 
lieve the banks. It will furnish, in the form of 
Treasury notes, to the extent of the issue under it, 
a substitute for specie. These notes will soon find 
their way to our Atlantic cities, and be received at 
the custym-hous:s in payment of dunes. They 
will also find their way to the West, and go into 
the land offices in payment for the public lands; and 
so far from operating injuriously to the banks, 
the effect will be to sustain and relieve them. 

In the remarks which I have now submitted, I 
have endeavored to present the subject before the 
committee, in a fioan‘ial view alone, apart from 
those exciting political topics so ofien introduced 
into the debates in this House. 

The means provided by the bill now under con- 
sideration are considered amply sufficient to enable 
the Governmentto meet punctually all its liabilities 
during the year; and I have only farther to express 
the hope that those into whose bands the admini- 
stration of the Goverrment must shortly pass, may 
be enabled so to direct the ship ef State as to pre- 
serve, in their purity, our Republican institutions, 
advance the prosperity of our common country, 
and promote the happiness of its citizeas. 

Mr. BARNARD then took the floor in opposi- 
tion to the bill. He submited the following amend- 
ment; bat cn a question arising as to i's being in 
order, it was, for the present, withdrawn. 

Reselved, That the Commitiee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill in relation to Trea- 
sury notes, and that the subject of making provi- 


| sien for the wants of the Treasury be referred back 
| to the Committee of the Ways and Means with in- 


structions— 

1. Tobring in a bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars 
on the credit of the Governm<n', and to issue bonds 
or scrip therefor. 

2. To bring in a bill imposing additional reve- 


| nue on wines, silks, linens, sp'ces, and other arti- 


cles, being luxuries, imported into the United Siates, 


| but in such manner as not to conflict with the 


principles, policy, and spirit of the act of 21 March, 
1533, commonly called the “compiomise ac'.” 
Without concluding, Mr. B. gave way to amo- 
tion that the committee rise; which motion pre- 
vailed, 
And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespar, January 19, 1841. 

Mr. BAYARD appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat in the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port fiem the Secretary of the Treasury in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate in relation to 
the land graated to the State of Indiana for the 
Wabash and Erie Canal; which was laid on the 


table. 
REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 

The PRESIDENT also submitted the following 
report of the Secre'ary of the Treasury in part re- 
ply to aresolution of the Senate of the 16th inst: 

Treasury Department, 
January 18, 1841. 

Sir: [have the honor to submit the following 
report, in compliance with the first branch of a re- 
solution, which passed the Senate on the 16th inst. 
in these words: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the Senate, the plan 
of a permanent change in-the tariff, the details and 
general princip'es of which, he states in his an- 
nual report of the 7th ultimo, he has considered, 
and on which he is ready to report at any moment 
either House of Congress might express a wish to 
that effect.” * 

Foreseeing in my annua! report of’ Desember, 
1839, that the subject of a revision of the present 
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tariff might be safely postponed, I then stated, that 
it Was DOL my intention to examine it at that time, 
being ‘‘a topic involving considerations of so diffi- 
cult and agitating a character.” But as some of 
the Committee on Manufactures afierwards ex- 
pressed a wish fora plan of such a revision to be 
prepared by the session of 1840 and 1841, and as 
the large reduction which isto take place in the du- 
ties at the close of this year, and of June 1842, 
appeared in the view of many to render such a re- 
vision imperative, as a fiscal measure, before those 
times arrived, I deemed it a duty, for these and the 
reasons mentioned in my last annual report, to 
make the preparations expected, so that a system 
might be in readiness for the consideration of the 
commit ee or Congress, should it appear to them 
that the public interests required action on the sub- 
ject at the present session. 

A call being now made for it by the Senate, and 
supposing, from the language used, and the a1- 
vanced period of the session, that an early reply is 
desired, 1 submit, without material alteration, the 
plan referred to, with its ‘details and general prin- 
ciples.” 

It is believed that the reduction in the duties on 
imposts, which, by the existing tariff, will take 
place in the year 1842. cannot vary much from five 
millions of dollars. For reasons assigned in the 
last two annual reporis on the finances, the expec- 
tations of the undersigned are, that if the expendi- 
tures are properly and seasunably diminished, it 
will not be necessary to raise all this amount by 
taxation in any form. But should Congress think 
differently, and conclude to obtain it by revising 
the present laws in relation to daties, it is believed 
that certain facts and principles are highly impor- 
tant for consideration, in deciding what kind of a 
revision is competent and most appropriate. la 
stating these facts and principles, with a view to 
explain the plan called for by ihe resolution, all 
possible brevity, consistent with the impor ance 0; 
the subject, will be employed. 

The chief legislation, which now exists in force, 
bearing on this inquiry, is contained in an act passed 
March 2!, 1833. ‘Shat act is supposed to have 
been, not an ordinary measure of legislation, but 
the result of a compromise between certain great and 
conflicting intcrests on the d ficulties then involved 
in the agitating matter of the tariff. Hence, though 
the act was inthe form of a law, and therefore 
liable, in a proper case, to any future modification 
or repeal of its provisions, it is understood that’ the 
parties mcst concerned, contemplated thereby a 
permanent arrancement of the leading principles 
that should afterwards control the whole sub- 
ject. The importance of the einergency which 
occasioned the passage of the law—the di-tin- 
gaished iadividuals who participated more im- 
mediately in adjusting its provisions, and the 
salutary itflaence of their ozeration up to the pre- 
sent time, in imparting a degree of stability to our 
manufacturing enterprise, sought in vain through 
the previous fluctuations of legislation, have pro- 
bably con'!ributed to strengthen this impression. 

But however that fact may have bern, and sub- 
ject to subsequent alterations, as all laws musi pro- 
perly be considered, yet, to change the limitations 
in this one,so peculiarly situated, and to do it 
against the wishes of persons most interested, cr 
without the apology of scme public exigency or ne- 
cessity of State, would surely seem to be unneces- 
said and, at least, of doubtful propriety. 

Hence, at this period of peace abroad, of tran- 
qui'lity at home, of great exemption from public 
debt, and of unquestionable ability to raise ample 
revenue without encroaching upon the plain im- 
port of the compromise, the undersigned cannct 
hesitate, while considering what would be the most 
appropriate revision of the tariff for the wan's of 
1842, to recommend one which shall not violate 
the stipulations contained in that compromise. 
What, then, are those stipulations or restrictions? 

1. The first seems te be, that a reduction, by in- 
stalments, of the former rate of duties, when ex- 
ceeding twenty per cent. should forthwith com- 
mence and continue uninterrupted unl July 1+, 
1842; so that when that period arrived, no duties 
whatever should exceed twenty per cent. The 
leading segtion of the act is explicit upon this 


point. Hence,to defer or repeal, as some have 
proposed, the two redactions now remaining, and 
which are to take affect in 1842, would keep ma- 
ny duties higher than twenty per cent. and thus be 
in direct violation of this general provision. But 
if these last reductions should create a deficiency in 
the revenue, the 6:h section of the act weuld allow 
it to be supplied in a different way. Because this 
section provides, that in such an event, nothing 
con‘ained in the Jaw shall prevent “alteriog the 
rates of duty on articles, which, by the aforesaid 
acts of 14th July, 1832, are subject to a less duty 
than twenty per cent.” 

2. It will be seen, however, that this provision 
contains a second restriction, by limiting any revi- 
sion made before 1842, foran increase ot the tariff, 
to only such articles as pay Jess duty than twenty 
per cent. 

3. The next and third restriction on a revision is, 
that though one may be made before 1842, for pur- 
poses of revenae, if, when increasing the duties, it 
be confined to articles paying less than twenty per 
cent. yet it should not raise the tariff on those above 
that rate, even for revenue, much less probably for 
any other purpose. The close of the 6th section 
seéms to be express, that the duty on articles pay- 
ing a less rate than twenty per cent. if changed be- 
fore i842, shall be altered “tin such manner as not 
to exceed that rate.” 

What would be deemed the proper disposition of 
this limitation, if a duty of twenty per cent. on all 
imports weuld not yield sufficient for the legitimate 
purposes of revenue, must be settled when the case 
shall arise. But it is believed that, with proper 
economy, there is no likelihood of such a case ever 
occurring in a period of peace. 

4 Another restriction, supposed to have been in- 
tended, is, thatif a revision be made to operate af- 
ter June 30th, 1842, instead of before, still, as a ge- 
neral rule, aone of the duties shall be then raised 
above twenty per cent. Thus, the close cf the 
5th section provides that “ail imports on which 
the Ist section of this act may operate, and 
all articles now admitted to entry free from 
duty, or paying a less rate of duty than twenty per 
cent. ad valorem, before the said 30th of Jure, 1842, 
irom and after that day, may be admiited to entry 
subject to such duty not exceeding twenty per cent. 
ad valorem as shall be provided by law.” A change 
conld then be made at pleasure from tweaty per 
cent. downwards tc entire freedom from any im- 
post, but no increase was to be permitted to go 
above that rate. 

Indeed, the inference would seem to be that the 
compromise was intended to prevent any duties 
from being assessed, even afier 1842, exclusively 
for the purpose of distribution, or protection, 
whether below or above twenty per cent. in amount. 
Because a clause in the 31 section provides, that 
after 1842 “duties shall be laid for the purpose of 
raising such revenue as may be necessary to an eco- 
nomical administration of the Government,” but is 
silent as to reecgnising or sanctioning an authority 
to do it for any other purpose. The raising such a 
revenue was tke great object of granting any pow- 
er in the Constitution to lay taxes and imposts. 
And it weuld be difficult to find, in a limited grant 
of powers, like what is contained in that ins'ru- 
ment for laying imposts, a warrant to impose 
them for other and distinct objects, and 
especially, if the operation of such a mea- 
sure, apparently under an assumed authority, 
and on a subject so delicate and momentous to 
mankind as taxation, should tend to enrich parti- 
cular classes or sections, at the expense of others. 
In truth the tariffis as much a system of taxation as 
a land tax, a stamp tax, ora direct tax of any kind; 
and is chiefly distinguishable from them by being 
more subtle and less obnoxious in ils form. The 
confining of all daties, hereafter, to a low rate, was, 
therefore, desirable to the great mass of the people, 
because it was confining taxesto alowrate. It 
was further supposed, without doubt, that though 
comparatively low, they would yield, with the 
other ordinary receipts, an ample supply of revenue 
for such an “economical administration” as is 
comtemplated by this section of the act. It is also 
probable, that many sound principles of political 


economy and a mutual desire to arrange perma- 


nently the tariff controversy, united to persuade 
Congress, not only to reduce the duties lower, but 
to provide that they should always be kept lower, 
It must have been foreseen, that this would avoid 
the useless vacillation, if not folly; of first dimi- 
nishing all the duties to twenty per cent. by 1842, 
with a view afterwards of again immediately 
raising them above it. It was obvious, too, 
that by keeping the imposts more reduced, 
the tariff would operate more advantageously to 
free trade, atid the procarement of reciprocal fa- 
vors abroad. By confining, in substance, any fu: 
ture change to purposes of revenue alone, and 
within twenty per cent. instead of a wide range of 
thirty, fifty, eighty, and even more, at times, pre- 
viously in practice, and frequently fer protection, 
it would likewise impart greater permanency and 
prosperity even to manufacturing, and, with that, 
to all other descriptions of indus'ry. It is well 
known, from recent experience, that such stability 
in cur system of duties would be better for the ma- 
nufacturer, as well as the merchant, and the com- 
munity at large, than even a higher rate exposed to 
constant changes, becouse in the former case intel- 
ligeace and foresight cotild make more accurate 
calculations for the future. A more uniform thrift, 
a more regular reward to industry, and a higher 
tone of moral feeling, wou'd every where take the 
place of constant fluctuations, mere gambling spe- 
culations, and a dangerous overaction trom renewed 
hopes of high profits—ofien so very fallacious. 
Business and the currency weuld then be steady, 
and be regulated, as they should be, rather by 
the great laws of trade, than by banks or politi- 
cians. Nor is this permanency ipjarious to the la- 
borer and aitisan any more than to others; as all 
trades and regions of this country are open to en- 
terprise, and a larger share here, than abroad, of 
the income in any one branch of business mast, 
and should, uniformly go to wages rather than 
capital, or the workman will, under our free insti- 
\uticns, quit it for more lucrative employment. On 
the contrary, if an unusually large share go to him, 
for a time, in any particular pursuit or place, others 
will soon rush in, participate, and reduce it by 
competition even below the average. Uniformity 
and steadiaess are, therefore, not injurious to any, 
though engaged in labor cr manufactures, but use- 
ful to all, except the mere speculating classes. 

Two other rettrictions exist in the 3d section of 
the compromise act, which seems to have been in- 
tended more especially for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers and of the revenue. 

5. One is, that, after June, 1842, ‘‘all duties on 
imports shall be collected in ready money, and all 
credits now allowed by law in the payment of duties, 
shall be, and are hereby, abolished.” Tois was 
regarded at that time, asa change likely to be very 
favorable to the manafacturing class, by making 
the twenty per cent. in cash operate, virtually, as a 
higher protection than twenty per cent. on a credit 
as now, of three and six months, without interest. 
In point of fact it was, also, a provision, prophetic 
as to evils to come, under an excessive credit sys- 
tem, and will be possessed of much importance in 
curing them, and in securing the Government, and 
through it, the community at large, against losses 
by caedit to merchants for duties, and by defaulis 
of collectors, district attorneys, and marshals, 
caused by indulgence from them ia cullecting bonds 
for duties. After June, 1842, the importers of goods 
will, in this respect, stand on the same foundation 
with the purchases of public lands. While no com- 
plaint can then be made by either, of faver or dis- 
crimination, the revenue will thus be rendered much 
safer, and public and private morality improved by 
the removal of one great source of speculation and 
bankruptcy. 

6. The other restraint requires the duty, after 
1842, to be imposed on the value of the merchan- 
dise “atthe portwhere the same shall be entered.” 
This will render the twenty per cent. still more im- 
portart to both the manufacturers and the reve- 
nue, by being more secure against frauds and eva- 
sions, and being another virtual increase of duty on 
the same articles; as the latter are usually worth 
much more here than abroad. Whether the va- 
lue of them here being not uniform at different 
ports, would, if taken as the guide in assessing the 
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daty, be justly _ to any constitutional! objection, 
it isnot deemed appropriate on tbis occasion to 
discuss. From these various consideration the fol- 
lowing deductions are made: 

That the present tariff laws should be as little 
disturbed by apy revision as possible, consistent 
with the public wants, and an adherence to sound 
principles; that changes should be made chiefly, if 
not solely, for purposes of revenue; that these 
changes, when raising the duty, whether operating 
before or after July 1, 1842, should, asa general 
rule, be confined to articles not paying a duty as 
high as twenty per cent.; that except in extreme 
cases, itshould never raise them above that rate; 
and, lastly, that the existing provisions for the pay- 
ment of duties in cash, and the assessment of them 
on the value of the merchandise at the port of entry 
after 1842, are too important to be disregarded. 


A principle deemed useful in carrying out these 
views, is this: In raising the sum needed, if it does 
not become necessary to subject all free articles to 
a duty, or to one as high as twenty percent. and a 
discrimination can therefore be indulged within the 
restrictions of the compromise act, it is doubtless a 
sound axiom to select for highest taxation articles 
of luxury, rather than of necessity. Under similar 
circumstances it is, also, not only competent, but 
expedient, to select such of the former as compete 
most with similar articles of American growth or 
manufacture, though not to raise the duty on thm 
above the limitation of twenty per cent. And 
another di-crimination, sometimes useful, might be 
to select those articles, in certain cases, for an in- 
creased impost, not usually exceeding the same 
limitation, which may be proper for coun- 
tervailing injurions imposis, placed on our 
own productions by any foreign power. The 
broad and well settled ground on which these 
distinctions rest, cannot require on this oc~ 
casion much detailed illustration. For the luxu- 
ries of life are enjoyed by the few, rather than 
the many—the rich instead of the poor—and their 
use tends rather (o effeminancy and p'easure, than 
to what invigorates or makes useful. In a form of 
Government like ours, these principles apply with pe 
culiar force, as an excessive indulgence in luxuries 
always operate as a bane to republican manners,and, 
in time ,to republican principles. On the contrary, 
articles of universal use, and considered as the 
necessaries of life, are beneficial to all, and are to 
be cheapened as much as possible to promote the 
comforts of all. So what is American, may well 
be supposed entitled to receive, within the limi- 
tations stipulated, more incidental favor than what 
is foreign, because obtained with more readiness and 
certainty as well as being more safe and independent 
initsuse. Norcan any other country complain 
with justice, if we counteract its high taxation on any 
ef our products, by imposing some corresponding 
impost on theirs; and however unprofitable such 
conflicts usually prove to all concerned, yet when 
such a measure becomes convenient for our own 
fiscal purposes, or is required by proper self respect, 
and is kept within due restrictions as to the amount 
of duty, it is believed to be entirely justifiable. 
The present tariff is, in many of these respects, an 
anomaly. Being designed to get md of revenue 
when it was too abundant, and to diminish a sup- 
posed protection to manufactures, deemed unrea- 
sonably high, as well as to establish certain general 
rules for keeping all duties lower in future, it some- 
times omitted to make useful discriminations, and, 
as a sysiem, does not sufficiently discountenance 
luxuries or favor the necessaries of life. Indeed, 


| 
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the former have already become free in many cases, | 


and in others will be taxed lightly, under the reduc- 
tion now in progress; while the latter, though at the 
expense of the consumer, however poor, will in al- 
most every instance, bear as high, if not higher 
burden, than the greatest superfluity. In proposing 
a plan to raise the sum desired, one cardinal object 
is, therefore, to obtain the money in a manner that 
shall not prolong any improprieties or incongruities 
in principle: and anotheris, to do it, and still preserve 
faithfully the limitations and stipulations of the com- 
owen as before explained. To furnish some data 

practical legislation, which may accomplish these 
designs harmoniously, two tabular statements have 
been prepared, which will next be briefly explained. 


The first one gives the names and value of all free 
articles jmported into the United States in A. D. 
1838, after deducting such of them as were ex- 
ported. (See A.) ‘Taking the imports of that year 
as a gaide, and perhaps nearer an average, for some 
time to come, than any other, though probably too 
low, and the value of all the free articles, (exclud- 
ing, of course, specie, and the amount of others 
re-exported,) would be about $38,161,583. A duty 
on these, indiscriminately, of fifteen per cent. would 
yield a nett revenue not far from the five millions 
that may be needed in 1842. But this would em- 
brace several articles which, under the principles 
before suggested, might jadiciously be left free, or 
at a lower rate of duty than fifteen per cent. 
Another mode of raising the same} amount of 
revenue, wou'd, therefore, be preferable, if it 
could be accomplished without including those 
articles. Suppose, then, that there should be 
selected from the free articles those which may 
be regarded most as luxuries, though not, in 
every respect, belonging exclusively to that class. 
Such are teas, coffee, and silks. Should we then 
add to them others, conflicting with similar Ame- 
rican productions, such as worste’s, linens, &c. and 
the aggregate, deducting the amount re-exporied, 
would be $29,026,448. (See the second table, B.) 
A duty of iwenty per cent. on those, after paying 
the expenses of collection, would yield about the 
same amount of five millions. This seems to con- 
tain the general daia for the most eligible and un- 
exceptionable revision. If a less sum than five 
niilions should prove to be needed, as it is pre- 
sumed will be the case under the diminished expen- 
ditures and increased importations, antic'pated and 
explained in the recent annual report on the 
finances, as well as from the further augmentation 
of revenue likely to happen from the new mode of 
assessing the value of merchandise, any suitable 
modifications can be made in these details, without 
departing from the priuciples believed to be the 
most appropriate to govern the subject. 

So some articles of luxury not now free, but pay- 
ing a less duty than fifteen or twenty per cent, 
might very properly be taxed to that extent; and 
some necessaries of life so situated, might be made 
free cr be taxed lower, instead of them. Among 
the former may be mentioned wines, hough when 
any of them cannot at presznt be made to pay an 
additional duty without yio'ating some treaty sti- 
pulation, they should, of course, be exempted 
during the period agreed upon. Where any arti- 
cles appear, also, to require an increased impost 
merely as a countervailing measure, such an ore 
could be imposed without materially changing the 
genera! result as to revenue, if the increase was not 
made otherwise exceptionable, by exceeding the limi- 
tations in the compromise. Nor will difficulty pro- 
bab!y exist, in any event, in permitting what is so 
very desirable, that some of the articles of necessi- 
ty, which, by the present laws, will, after 1842, 
still pay a duty of 20 per cent. should be then ex- 
empted from all, or a partofit. But whatever 
plan may, in the end, be approved, it is apprehend- 
ed that enough has been stated to explain the de- 
tails of the one now Offered, as well as the limita- 
tions and princ'ples which ought, in the opinicn of 
the undersigned, to govern all legislation on the 
subject. Nothing further will, therefore, be added 
as to any measure to be adopted for relief in 1842, 
except that half the amount of increased duty should 
be made to accrue only from the Ist of January 
in that year, end the residue commence the Ist of 
July after, as those are the periods when the great 
future reductions begin, which the new duties are 
intended to supply. 

In connection with a permanent revision of the 
tariff, if made in the manner here recommended, it 
would be proper, under a plan of cash duties for 
all imports, to enlarge the liberty now enjoyed for 
depositing goods for a time in public stores. In- 
deed, the warehousing system, which exists in some 
ether countries, might, in that event, be usefully 
revised, and, so far as the new circumstances re- 
quired, be adopted here. 

As the higher class of duties, which exist under the 
present laws, will be redaced in 1842, so as virtv- 
ally not to exceed an impost of twenty per cent. on 
the valueof the merchandise imported, it might 
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also be expedient to provide for the assessment of 
the whole of them afterwards cn the ed valorem 
principle. At the same time, if not done previously, 
some of the large drawbacks and bounties, now 
allowed, could be regulated with more justice, and 
with much benefit to the revenue, by reducing them 
so as to correspond in their proportions with the 
reduced duties. 

Some other particulars might be suggested in 
connection with a general and permanent revision 
of the tariff. But they are rot of such a character 
as to occur readily to all familiar with the subject, 
and after the length to which this report has al- 
ready extended, it is not deemed necessary to pro- 
lon it further, by an enumeration and explanation 
of them. 

The other branch of the resolution in respect to 
the new mode of valuing the imports will be an- 
swered at the earliest day practicable. 

Respecifully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. Joanson, 
President of the Senate of the United States. 


A. 
Value of Merchandise, “free of duly,” consumed in 
1238. 
Articles for the use of the United States $3 316 
Philcsopbical apparatus, specially im- 
ported for Pailosophical societies, 
colleges, schuols, &c. : - 11,629 
B.oks, maps, aod charts for do : 21,394 
Statuary, busts, casts, &c for do. - 3,086 
Paintings, etchings, and engtavings - 5,768 
Botany, specimens of - - 7,209 
Antimony, regulus of - 3 346 
Spclier or zinc . - - 68,525 
Burr-tones unwrought - 27,999 
Brims'one and sulphur - - 37,446 
Bark of the cork trce - - 3,467 
Clay vawrought - . 4,421 
Rags of all kinds - - - 465 448 
Furs undressed - - - 300,045 
Hides and skins - - - 43,940,325 
Piaister of Paris - - - 131,876 
Bariila - - . - 82,196 
Wood, dye - - - - 
manufactured - . 2#2,702 
Anima's for breed —- - - 26,337 
All o her - - - 150,218 
Pewter, old - - - - 923 
Tin, in pigs and Lars - - . 128,995 
in plats and sheets - : 983,543 
Brass, in pigs and bars - : 38,006 
oll - - - 1,696 
Copper, in pigs and bars - 812,170 
in plats and sheets for sheathing - 526,792 
old - - - 78,590 
Bullion, gold - - : 230,694 
silver - . - 390.343 
Specie, gold : - - 10,703,926 
silver - - - 3,387,048 
Teas - - - - 2 559,246 
Coffee - - - 7,138,010 
Coco1 - - - - 
Fraits, almonds - - 47,299 
currants - - - 22,117 
prunes - . - 7,996 
figs : - - 33,453 
raisins - - - 462.117 
Spice, mace - - ° 7,052 
nutmegs . - - 51 207 
cinnamon - . . 26,406 
cloves . - - 21,989 
pepper : - : 
0 - - - 18,657 
cassia - - - 23 219 
ginger . - - 1,735 
Camp or . - : 
Siiks, lace veils, shawls, shades, &c. - 156 034 
other manoufactures of - - 7,897,343 
Silk and worsted goods - - 1,520 154 
Camlets cf camel’s hair, &c. - 89,032 
Worsted stuff goods - - 3,8786941 
Linens, bleached and unbleached, &c. 3,098,557 
‘Ticklenburgs, osnaburgs, and buriaps 333,024 
Sheetings, brown and white - 146,554 


Belting cloths . - “ 26,528 








112 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


eae 


Wool costing less than 8 c's per lb. - 438 669 
Quicksilver - - - 56,746 
Opium - - - - 67,073 
Crade salt petre - - - 119,606 


All other articles - 3 854,966 








| $52 967,250 
Deduct excess of exports our imperts: 
On dye wood - - 15,533 


cocoa . - 52.946 
camphor - - 15,183 
Excess in velue on pepper 9,994 —— 93,656 





. $52 873 594 
Deduct specie 14,712 011 
$33.161,583 


Balance consumed 


B. 

Selection of certain free articles consumed in 1838. 
Silk, and manufactures of - - $7,897,343 
Silk and worsted, - - - 1,520,154 
Worsted stuffs, - - - 3,878,941 
Linens, bleached, &<. - - - 3,098 557 
Ticklenburgs, &c. - . - 333.024 


Sheetings, - . - - 148,554 
Bolting Cloths, - - 26,528 
Wool, under 8 cents per |b. - - 438,669 
Crade Saltpetre, . - - 119,606 
Anima!s, not for breed, ° - 150,219 
Furs, undressed, - - . 300,045 
Coffee, . > - 7,133,010 
Tea, - : : . - 2559,246 


Copper, in pigs, “ : = 
sheeting, - - 
old - - - - 


‘812,170 
526.792 
78,590 


$29,026,448 





The report was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Georgia in relaticn to the 
depredations of the Creek Indians in 1836, and 
asking corapensation therefor. 

Also, resolutions of the same boy in relation to 
the claim of Dennis Hills. 

The resolutions were severally referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN also presented various resolu- 
tions of the Legi:lature of Georgia, asking for the 
establishment of mail rewes from Dahlonega to 
Blairsville; from Brunswick, Ga. to Tallahassce or 
Chattahoochie, in Fiorida; from Lafayette to the 
county seat in Date county; from Clarkesville, 
Ga. to Ashville, N. C.; from Iewinsville to Pender- 
ton; from Augusta to Carnesville; from Newman, 
Ga. to Lafayette, Ala. The resolutions were re- 
ferred to the Cowmitice on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of [l:inois, instructing their Senators and re- 
questing their Representatives to use their exertions 
to prevent the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law; and to vote against all bills having for their 
object the establishment of a National Bank. Tae 
resolutions were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Mark Burnhan, reprerentative of Robert Rogers, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of citi- 
zens cf Baltimore, praying an appropriaiion by 
Congress for the construction of a fortress on Sol- 
Jer’s Puiat Fiais; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordcred to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, the papers in 
relation to the claim of Clemens, Bryan and Com- 
pany, were permitted to be withdrawn fiom the 
files of the Senate. 

Mr. RUGGLES presenied the memorial of ship 
owners and others interested in the navigation of 
Long Island Sound, praying for the erec:ion of a 
ligh:boaton Execution Rock; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the Mobile 
and New Orleans Railroad Company, praying for 


an exiension of time for the payment of duties on 
imported railroad iron; which, as a bill has been 
age reported on this subject, was lail on the 
table. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition of citizens of 
Michigan, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rup! law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to which the memorial on 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John De Tre- 
ville, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to whicha memorial on the subject had 
been referred, reported a bill directing warrants to 
issue for the bounty land due on account of the ser- 
vices of Major General Duportail, Brigadier Gene- 
ral Armand, and Major De La Colombe; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for satisfying outstanding claims to bounty 
lands for military services during the Jate war with 
Great Britain; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce in a bi!l for the 
relief of the heirs of Samuel Mackey; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill in re- 
lation to the jud:cial courts of the District of New 
Hampshirc; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill from 
Liouse making temporary provision for lunatics in 
the District of Columbia was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and after being amended, was 
ordered to be engro’sed for a third reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the bill for the 
relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and Company, was ta- 
ken up as ia committee of the whole, and orcered 
to be engrossed for 2 third reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. KING, the bill regulating 
commercial intercourse between the port of Cay- 
enne, in French Guiana, and for the remission of 
certain duties; and 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Ticasury to refund the duties collected on the 
French ship Alexandre; were severally considered 
as in committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. NORVELL, the bill au ho- 
rizing the President of the United Sa’‘es to cause 
surveys of the Jakes and lake coasts to b? made, 
wat considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bi'l for the settlement of the claims of the 
State of New Hampsbire against the United States; 
and 

The bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy or his 
legal representatives, were severally read a third 
time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the report of the 
Committee on Commerce, adverse to the petition of 
Caleb Eddy, was taken up; and after some remarks 
by Mr. KNIGHT and Mr. KING, the report was 
recommitted. 

Oa motion by Mr. STURGEON, the bill to 
make certain appropriations for the Patent Office 
was taken up; and the question being on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. CaLuoun to strike out 
the appropriation for the collec ion of agricultural 
statistics, it was decided in the negalive—ayes 14, 
nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Crittenden, Graham, Hubbard, King, 
Mangum, Preston, Roane, Sevier, Smith of In- 
diana, and Tappan—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, C'ay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, Huntington, Knight, Lina, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Robinson, Ruggies, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Walker, White, and Young—23. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 

ird reading. 





PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE EMPTION LAW 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the motion 
to recommit the bill made by Mr. Crirrenpen. 

Mr. WHITE addressed the Senate at great 
length in opposition to the amendment of Mr. 
Catnoun and in favor of that of Mr. Crip. 
TENDEN. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. CALHOUN (proposng a cession of 
the pub'ic lands to the States in which they lie on 
certain conditions) and decided in the negative— 
ayes 18, noes 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Falton, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, 
and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messts. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Bayard, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hubbard, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smich of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Wright 
—22. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Cairrenpen, (!o recommit the bill, with in- 
structions to report a bill to distribute the proce:ds 
of the sales of the public lands among the several 
States,) and decided in the negative—yeas 17, nays 
24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Dison, Graham, Huntington, Ker, 
Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
White—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Ba- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hab- 
bard, King, Ling, Lumpkia, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wright, 
and Young—24. 


The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Prentiss as a subs‘itute to the original bill: 
“strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: That every actual settler on any 
of the public lands to which the Indian title has 
been extinguished, except such as are hereinafier re- 
served, being the head of a family, or over twenty- 
one years of age, who was in possession and a 
housekeeper, by personal residence thereon, at the 
lime of the passing of this act and for four months 
next preceding, shall be entit’ed to a pre-emption in 
the purchase of the land so settled upon, not ex- 
ceeding one quarter-section, at the minimum price 
now established by law”—and d-cided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 17, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton. Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, and Southard—17- 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Beaton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Falton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Ta!lmadge, Tap- 
pan, Walker, White, Wright, and Young—25. 


Several Senators then called for the question on 
ordering the blil to be engrossed for a third reading; 
when 

Mr. HUNTINGTON rose and said he had seve- 
ral amendments to offer, which, if it was the wish 
of the Senate, he was prepared to submit and have 
a vote taken on th:m, and he would promise not lo 
detain the Senate long by his remarks in favor of 
them. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the friends of the 
bill were willing and anxious to take the vote '0 
day. The subject had been beforethe Senate since 
the commencement of the session, and had been 
discussed to the almost entire exclusion of all other 
business. He thought further procrastination of 
the debate could lead to no usefal resalis, and 
hoped the question would be disposed of this 
evening. 





